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PART TAE FIRST. 


CHAR, 1 
On the Danger of public Incontinence. 


« OO many are the Imperfec- 
tions that attend the Loſs 
6 of Virtue in Women,” ſays 


Monteſquieu,* — © and ſo greatly 


* Spirit of Laws, Vol. I. Page 147. 
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« their principal Guard is re- 
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On the Danger ef 


are their Souls degraded, when ; 


moved, that in a popular State, 
public Incontinency, may be 
conſidered as the laſt of . | | L 
ſeries, and as a certain fore-run- I 
ner of a Change in the Conflitu- 
tion, Hence it is,” he adds, 
that the ſage Legiſlators of 
republican, States, have. always 
required of Women, a parti- 
cular Gravity of Manners, | 
They have proſcribed, not on- 
ly Vice, but the very A ppear- 
ance of it from their Repub- 
lics. have baniſhed: even 
* 4 


public Incontinence. FI 
« aſl Commerce of Gallantry a 
Commerce that produces Idle- 
ec neſs—that' renders the Women 
4 Corrupters, before they are 
corrupted that gives a Value 
to Trifles, and debaſes T _ 
* of W 


The very worſt Governments 
| have paid Attention to the Con - 
duct of married Women. Under 

the Reigns of Auguſtus — and 

WO even of Tiberius, Penalties were 
WW inflited on Adultreſſes. Yet in 
England — fo far from having 
diſcountenanced the Profligacy of 
| B2 our 


6 On the Danger of | 


our Women of Faſhion, the Le- 
giſlature fuffers it to be encou- 
raged. Though Divorces are ſo 
common — and ſo many Adul- 
treſſes have been married by 
their Debauchers — Parliament 
have not yet paſſed a Law pro- 
hibiting the Marriage of the A- 
dultreſs, with the Man for whom 
ſhe has been divorced ! Thus a 
door has been ſuffered to re- 
main open, for admitting Liber- 
tines to pay their criminal Ad- 
dreſſes to married Women, under 
Pretence of Love, and a Deſire 
of being united to them by 
Marriage. 


public Incontinence. © 7 
Marriage. Though they may 
have no Intention to- marry the 
Woman they find abandoned 
they are notwithſtanding furniſh- 
ed with plauſible Excuſes for 
thoſe Profeſſions of Regard, for 
which otherwiſe they could have 
no pretence. 


The more. Diſſolute the Man- 
ners of a. People are, the more 
eaſily they are corrupted, and 
enſlaved — is it not, then, the 
Duty of every honeſt Man to 
do his utmoſt to get a Law en- 
acted, rendering it impoſſible for 
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8 On the Danger ff 
an Adultreſs to be married to 
the Man who has been the Cauſe 
of her Divorce? The Nature of | 
Man muſt change, before Wo- 
men ceaſe to influence their 
Manners. The more abandon- | 
ed our Women are — the more 
unprincipled will be our Men, 
If Women were virtuous, Men 
could not be tempted to violate 
Friendſhip — and break through 
every Tie that ſhould be held 
Sacred. The want of Virtue 
in Women, renders them neg- 
lectful of their Huſband's Inte- 
reſts and by ruining their For- 
runes, 


8 


public Tncontinences 9 


tunes, throws them at the Feet 
of Miniſters. It poiſons the 
Source of domeſtick Happineſs 
—and drives Huſbands: from their 
Houſes to ſeek Relief in Diſſipa- 
tion—and in communicating that 
Peſtilence into the Houſes of 
their Acquaintance, which has 
made their own, hateful. Thus 
the Contagion ſpreads — and its 
Malignity acquires Strength by 
Circulation. In the Words of 
Monteiquieu, it renders the Wo- 
men Corrupters, before jbey are cor» 
rupted. It leads to Luxury —Ex- 
travagance — Want, — debaſes 

: B 4 the 


10 On the Danger of. 
the Mind — renders it incapable 
of reliſhing. any of thoſe rational 
Pleaſures for which it was form- 
ed — and which: alone can afford 
it Satisfaction and thus de- 
ſtroying all private Principle, re- 
moves the Foundation of publice— | 
and inſures dead Majorities in 
Parliament, and a ready Acquieſ- 
cence in the People. 


Shall no Attempt be made to 
ſtop this devouring Fire, before 
it ſhall have deſtroyed every thing 
worth preſerving on Earth - do- 
_—_— Peace, public Intereſt, public 
Liberty ? 


public Incontinence. 1 
Liberty? The Conflagratioſ rages 
 —ſhall we not make a ſingle 
Effort to check its Progreſs ?— 
While yet it may be poſſible to 
quench the Flames, let us care- 
fully remove whatever it- ſhall be 
found can feed them. For. my 
Part, I hold it incumbent on 
every Man to do his utmoſt to 

ſtop an evil, that is a Reproach 
to us, as a Nation — ſullies our 
Name —and muſt, if not remedi- 
ed, be our Deſtruction. 


Ie is with this View I ſhall 
endeavour to expoſe thoſe Cauſes, 
| which 
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12 On the Danger f 

which I think lead to the Ruin 
of female Virtue. — I value not 
the Approbation or Cenſure of 
any but the worthy Part of the 


Community — and 1 hope the 
Motive by which I am actuated, 


will, in their Eſtimation, cover 
any Defects that they may find 
in the Performance. I proteſt that 
when I conſider the preſent Mode 


of female Education — the Life 
our Women lead — the French 
| Refinement that has crept into 


our Manners—how much Faſhion 


has become a Tyrant - - and, 


above all, that ſhameful, ſcanda- 


lous 


public Incontinence. = 
lous Cuſtom of employing Men- 
midwives — which our Women, 
now, without any Neceffily, Mo- 
deſty, Delicacy, Decency— or Reſpett 
to the Opinion of Mankind, with 
the greateſt Effrontery, and Im- 
pudence, adopt—ſo far From be- 
ing ſurprized at the Number of 
Women, who daily are detected 
deſtitute of Virtue — I am fur- 
priſed to find the Number is 
not trebled ! 
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14 On the Abſurdity of 


CHAP, I 


On the Abſurdity of our female 


Educalion. 


7. OMAN was intended. to 
be our Companion and 
Friend — to ſhare in our. plea- 


ſures and Afflictions—to heighten 
our Joys, and alleviate our Diſ- 
treſſes, by her Participation. 
Io ſuperintend over our Families 


pay | 


our female Education, 15 


— pay Attention to our Intereſts 
Land render Home delightful, 
by her Society, Tenderneſs, and 


Affection. That Education, then, 


muſt be beſt, which is moſt cal- 
culated to form, and qualify the 
female Mind for thoſe Duties, 
and Pleaſures, which are to con- 
ſtitute, not only her own Happi- 
neſs, but that of her Huſband, 
Children, and Family, A young 
Lady ſhould early be taught, 
that true female Excellence con- 
ſiſts, not in being a Miſtreſs of 
Muſic—a fine Singer, and Dancer 
—in being able to read French 

| Novels, 


26 On the Abjurdity of 
Novels, and converſe fluently 
with French Libertines — but 
in Modeſty — Diflidence—Gentle- 


neſs— good Humour —and a De- 
dire to pleaſe. 


| - For the ſame Reaſon that 
public Schools are proper for 
Boys, they are unfit for Girls. 
Men are to buſtle in Life — 
and therefore the Aſtrance that is 
acquired by the Society of 2 
Number of Boys, is rather of 
Uſe, than Prejudice - · but in 
Women — who ought to be all 
Timidity — baſhful Reſerve — 
Tender- 
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| our female Edueatiom. 19 
Tendernefs — and Delicacy, 4 
public School rubs off thoſe very 
Qualities, that have been always 
allowed to form the characteriſ- 


; | tick Beauties of the Sex. 


Public Schools not only teach 


Girls to be ſelf. aſſured, forward, 


and impudent — but they infalli- 
bly pollute their Minds, and in- 


itiate them in Vice. Though a 


Girl's Ideas be as pure as an 
Angel's on her Entrance into. a 
Boarding-School — ſhe cannot re- 
main there any Time, without 
being as knowing in the Ways 
| | of 
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28 On the Abfurdiy of 


of Pollution, as any Nymph in 


| King's - Place. It is impoſſible it 
| ſhould be otherwiſe — for among 


a Number of Girls, there muſt 
always be ſome who are vicious 
—and one vicious Girl, is enough 
to pollute an Hundred. Though 


the Miſtreſs ſhould happen to be 
a good Woman, and ever ſo at- 
tentive to her Duty, (which 


very ſeldom is the Caſe) it is 
not in her Power to prevent this 


evil—for the Miſchief is done, 


not in her preſence, but in thoſe 
private Hours of familiar Con- 
verſation, which the -Girls cannot 

be 
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our female Education, 19 


be prevented holding "—__ 
themſelves. 


D Cos ones, RO ES 


The World is unhappily go- 
verned by Faſhion, Scarce two, 
in a thouſand, think for them- 
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ſelves. People indolently go with 
the ſtream, rather than be at the 
Trouble of turning their Face 
againſt the Torrent. It is impoſ- 
ſible in any other Way to ac- 
count, for the preſent general 
Abuſe of female Education. It. 
is impoſſible in any other Way 
to account, for the preſent ge- 
neral Blindneſs to the ill Effects 
C | that 
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20 On the Abſurdity of 


their Principles—we negle& their 


think they are accompliſhed— 


that ariſe from it. Becauſe it is 
the Faſhien to educate our Daugh- 
ters, more for kept Miſtreſles, 
than good Wives — we negle& 


Minds—and if they are but good 
Muſicians, Drawers, Dancers, and | 
Miſtreſſes of French, we fooliſhly 1 


and that we have acquitted our- 
ſelves of that Duty to them, 
which was incumbent on us, as 
Parents. By ſending our Daugh- 
ters to Boarding - Schools, we 
force them to aſſociate with vi- 
cious Companions—and therefore, 

though 
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our female Education. ” 
though they ſhould not become 
vicious, themſelves — they infal- 
libly become acquainted with Vice, : 
They learh to be idle—extraya- 
gant—to tell Lies—to regard no- 


thing but Dreſs, Shew, and Ad- 


miration. Hardly any Attention 
is paid to their Morals—but the - 
utmoſt ' Pains are taken to ren- 
der them Miſtrefſes of --- <<< 
what can neither tend to make 
them good Daughters — good 


Wives — good Mothers, or ra- 


tional Companions! - Can 


we be ſurpriſed if their tender 
Minds - accuſtomed to think Mu- 
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22 On the Abſurdity of 
ſic, French, &c, &c. the only 


Accompliſhments neceſſary for 


their attainmen, neglect thoſe 
Embelliſhments of the Mind 
that are invaluable ?——— 


Dancing, I allow to be an eſ- 


ſential, but let it be learned, at 


Home. It gives Eaſe, and Grace. 
A young Lady would, beſides, 


_ appear very awkward at an Aſ- 
ſembly, if ſhe were obliged to 


fit ſtill, for Want of ſo neceſ- 
ſary an Accompliſnment. But 
though I approve Dancing — I 
am againſt every Kind, but Mi- 

nuets, 


on 
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our female Education. 23 
nuets, and country Dances. The 
new faſhioned Dances are very 
unfit for modeſt Women. - Alle- 
mandes, and Cotillions, are only 
proper for the Stage, and Dan- 
cing-Maſter's Balls. If the Spec- 
tator were now alive, I am ſure 
he would not like to ſee his 
Daughter turned and twirled about 
—firſt one way then another 
— at the ſame Time that the 
Charafier of the Dance, ren- 
ders it neceſſary for the Cou- 
ple to leer for a long time at 
one another, during their various 
Attitudes, and Movements, in a 

-C-2 Manner 
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24 On the Abſurdity of 

Manner much too looſe to be con- 
ſiſtent with that baſhful Reſerve, 
and modeſt Deportment, ſo indiſ- 
penſible in the female Character. 
Thoſe aſcivious Dances, are out 
of Charafter, in England, and 
fit only for the Levity of France. 


In the Name of Common 
Senſe, let me aſk—of what Uſe 
do we find Muſic, to married 
Women ? — Since playing the 
Harpſichord has become ſo eſſen- 
tial a Qualification, that even In- 


nocence is to be given up for 


's Sake—the 9 is of Im- 


portance 
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our female Education. 25 
portance—and Demands - a ſerious 


Inveſtigation, 


Ladies either excel-—only Play 
tolerably—or have no Turn for 


_ Muſic. If they do not play well, 
their Time, and Money, have 


been thrown away. If they ex- 


cel—it leads them to dedicate 
that Time to their Harpſichord, 
which ſhould be employed to 
better Purpoſe, 


When married Ladies either 


leave it off entirely—or make it 


Ll never knew a 
C 4 Medium. 


a Buſineſs 


26 On the Abſurdity of 
Medium. If they leave it off 
of what Uſe has been their Ex- 
| cellence ?——If they make it a 
Buſineſs, they commence mere 
Muſicians. It leads them into a 
thouſand Expences — a thouſand 
Follies — a thouſand bad Conſe- 
quences, They are perpetually 
running after Concerts, and neg- 
lecting their Families for 
what? — To be in Company with 
= - - Singers, and Fidlers 11 
Their Excellence renders them 
the Wives —not, of their Huſ- 
bands, but of—the Public. Is it 
not natural for a Woman to value 
| herſelf 


our female Education. 5 7 


herſelf on her Excellence - and to 
wiſh to have it generally ad- 
mired?— Will not this, draw her 
from Home, except when her 
Houſe can be crowded with Mu- 
Acauties? — Does ſhe not then, 
live—more for the World, than 
for her Huſband? — And is this 
proper ?—Is it compatible with 
domeſtick Happineſs ? — She — _ 
whofe greateft Pleaſure ſhould con- 
ſiſt in rendering herſelf agreeable 
to her Huſband—in making his 
Home, more entertaining and 
pleaſing to him, than Scenes of 
. where nothing is heard 
but 


28 On the Abſurdity of 
but Nonſenſe, and unmeaning 
Compliment = becomes indifferent 
whether he approves, or cenſures 
is pleaſed, or diſcontented—and 
leaving him to entertain himſelf 
in the beſt Manner he can, 
flies abroad to be approved by 
---a Crowd! - <= I cannot 
bear to ſee a Woman of Faſhion. 
ſit down to an Harpſichord at a 
public Concert — and hear her 
clapped by Strangers on finiſh- 
ing her Tune—as if ſhe were 
a common Muſician, To ſay no 
worſe, it throws her off that Le- 
vel, on which it is her Duty to 
move. 


our female Education. 29 
move. And after all—for what 
Excellence has ſhe been applaud- 
ed? She has been clapped, and 
extolled, becauſe - - ſhe happens 
to have the Uſe of her Fingers, 
and a good Ear! --- In the 
Excellence on <vbich ſhe ſo much 
values herſelf - and for which the 
has made ſuch a Sacrifice of 
Time, and mental Qualities— 
ſhe is at leaſt equalled, if not 
ſurpaſſed, in every Theatre in 
London!!! -- - -- In the midſt 
of her Applauſes, I cannot help 
feeling a ſecret. Regret that ſhe 
ever learned a Note If to Sing 

— to 
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—to play on the Harpſichord 
finely—to Dance, and ſpeak Ita» 
lian—is to be highly accom- 
pliſhed—it follows that, the pub- 


lic Singers—and female Teachers 


of Muſic, are ue. what ?— 
the moſt accompliſhed Women in 
England! ! ! 


And French, too—of what Uſe. 
to our -Women, is French 7 
All Ranks of People even our 


very Tradeſmens' Daughters, muſt 


now. forſooth be ſent to Board- 


ing - Schools to learn French, &c. 
as if there were no doing with- 


out 
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ovt it! — To Gentlemen indeed, 
French 1s a very neceſſary Branch 
of Education — but except to 
thoſe of our Women, who are 
to move in the very firſt Circle 
of the Court, it probably will be 
of no other Uſe than to enable 
them to read French Novels, 
that had much better have re- 
mained unintelligible, And, even 
with Reſpect to our Ladies. of 
the firſt Circle, I ſee no Rea- 
ſon why it is any more incum- 
bent on them to learn- French, 
in order to converſe with Fo- 
reigners of Faſhion, who viſit 

our 
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our 'Court=than' it was on thoſe 
Foreigners, to learn Engliſh;' to 
converſe with our Ladies — and 
if the Motive of underſtanding 
our Women, has not had ſuf- 
ficient Weight with foreign Gef. 
tlemen—I think it might have 
as little with our Ladies of the 
firſt Rank. B have faid thus 
much of French, becauſe the 
learning it, is pleaded as one of 
the Motives for” a Boarding- 
School Education. I have ar- 
gued againſt Muſic too, for the 
ſame Reaſon, I would not be 
_ underſtood, however, to mean that 
| young 
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young Ladies ſhould not be 
taught theſe itil Accompliſhs 
ments but I inſiſt that nothing 
can be more abſurd than to ſee 
them made ſo much the Eſſenttals 
of Education, as to have thoſe 
Qualifications which really ate 
eſſential, neglected to attain them. 
Let Muſic.— Dancing — French 
— and Drawing, be taught — 
but let them be taught at. Home. 
I would aſk any Advocate far 
a Boarding - School, what is the 
Motive for ſending my Child 
there? — Is it becauſe. there is a 
good Muſic-Maſter ? I will. ſend 


for 
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for him to my Houſe — fince | 
though I pay him ten Times 
more for it, my Daughter has 
fifty Times the Advantage, by 
his Attention being confined to 
her, which otherwiſe would be 
divided among her Companions: 
Is there a good Dancing-Maſter, 
Drawing - Maſter, &c. there — 
I make the ſame Anſwer — 
If Families are at too great a 
Diſtance froni theſe Maſters, let 
the Parents, or Friends, go to 
ſome large : Town where they 
can be procured. The Impoſi- 
tions in Boarding - School Bills 
are 
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are ſo many —and the Expences 
ſo great — that whoever can af- 
ford to ſend a Child to one of 
thoſe abominable Peft - Houſes — 
Sinks of Pollution — Graves of all 
Goodneſs— can afford to change 
his Habitation for a Winter or 
two -- and if he cannot—I am 
ſure that young Ladies — whoſe 
Parents have not ſufficient Mo: 
| ney to ſpare, to enable them to 
afford going for a Winter or 
| two, to ſome great Town — are 
the moſt improper, of all Wo- 
men, to have their Heads turned 
topſy-turvy with Ideas of Ex- 
5 —— pence 
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pence, Shew, outſide—and their 
Minds rendered unfit to be paired 
with Men, whoſe Fortunes will 
not bear to have their Houſes 
turned inſide out, for want of 
CEconomy, and of that Atten- 
tion to their Intereſts, which it is 
neceſſary for Wives to Pay. If 
a Man—whole Income, with CEco- 
| nony, is ſufficient to enable him 
to ſupport his Family — ſhould 
notwithſtanding find himſelf in | 
Danger of a Goal, through his 
Wife's Extravagance and Inat- 
tention—would he be conſoled in 
his Diſtreſs, by ſeeing ber run 
her 


* 1 
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ber Fingers, in good Time and 
Tune, over a number of black 
and white Pieces of Wood, faſter 
than his Eyes can follow them ? 
I ſhould' fancy not—eſpecially if 
he recollected that his Diſtreſs 
aroſe from her having paid more 
Attention to thoſe Pieces of 
Wood, than to his Guineas . 
And even though we grant that 
he can afford her Extravagance 
and Inattention—yet Muſic, upon 
Muſic, will not always do. 
I am as fond of Muſic, as 
any Man ſhould be — and have 
a very good Ear - but Har- 


Ds. mony 


* 
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mony—though very agreeable now 
and then, to the Ear—will not 
make up for the Want of an 
harmonized, and poliſhed mind. A 


Man of Senſe requires in a Wife, 


ſomething more Subſtantial than 5 
the trifling Qualifications that 
are attained at a Boarding- 
School. To be educated for him, 
more Attention ſhould be paid 
to her Underſtanding, than her 
Fingers — to her Mind, than her 
Body. Her Body ſhould not be 
neglected — but Care ſhould be 
taken that ſhe ſhould obſerve 
that the chief Attention of her 


Friends, 
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Friends, was paid to her Prin- 
ciples, and mental Endowments. 
A juſt Senſe bf the Deity—and 
of the Relation in which ſhe 
ſtayds to him, forms the Foun- 
dation on which every thing de- 
pends. It ſhould early be im- 
preſſed on her Mind that he is 
always preſent to her Actions, 
and acquainted with her Thoughts 
—and this will occaſion that has 
bitual Attention to her Thoughts 
and Actions, and Reſpect for 
her Conſcience, without which it 
is impoſſible for any Woman to 


make either a good wife, pr 4 


D 3 good 
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good Mother. The Almighty has 

ſo formed our Minds, that it is 
impoſſible for any thing to con- 
vey ſubſtantial Satisfaction, if un- 
accompanied by a Conſciouſneſs 
of his Approbation - and as this 
cannot poſſibly be felt but by 
thoſe, whoſe general Courſe of 
Actions are the reſult of a reli- 
gious Mind=a Woman deſtitute 
of Religion, cannot have ſuch a 
Reliſh for the innocent Pleaſures 
to be found at Home, as will lead 
| her to prefer it, to Diſſipation— 
| and enable her to be uniformly _ 
cheartul and agreeable to the 
1 Partner 
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Partner of her retired Hours. 
Like a Ship at Sea, without 
either Compaſs or Rudder, it is 


| impoſſible for her to keep in @ 


proper Courſe, Driven | by every 
Wind that blows — directed only 


by her Appetites and Paſſionsg— 


how can ſhe bear up againſt the 
Storm, or avoid being wrecked 


by the Temptations that ſur- 


round her? - To prepare her for 


the Dangers ſhe muſt encounter, 
ſhe ſhou!d be well acquainted 
with the SpeRators — F ordyce's 
Diſcourſes to young Women — 


nd Gregory's Advice to his 


D 4 Daughters 


\ 
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Daughters -- Mrs. Chapone's Let- 
ters on the Improvement of the 
Mind — Guardians — Ramblers— 
Adventurers — &c. — and if ſhe 
knows the Hiſtories of England, 
and of the Romans—ſo much 
the better. This Kind of Read- 
ing, will inform, and poliſh her 
Mind—at the ſame Time that 
it will guard her Heart. She | 
ſhould be well informed in - all 
domeſtick Concerns, ſo as to be 
able to aſſiſt her Mother in the 
Inſpection and Direction of the 
Family. A Novel ſhould never 


enter the Doors, ( except Lady | 
1 Julia 
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Julia Mandeville, and Fielding's 

Works) for they give wrong 8 
Turns of Thinking - - lead young 
| Minds to form abſurd Ideas of 
Characters -=- --- to expect to 
meet with thoſe, which do not 
| exiſt—and to act romantically, in 
order to Copy the Painting that 
is drawn out of Nature — and 
which abounds in every Novel 
I ever read, except the above, 
and perhaps one or two others, 
that I may forget. Add to this 
— Novels are full of warm De- 
ſcriptions — run entirely on the 
ſubject of Love — convey very 


looſe 
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looſe Ideas—and repreſent vicious 
Characters, in a Light, that ſo 
far conceals their Enormity as to 
prevent their diſguſting as they 
ought to do. Young female 
Minds ſhould be carefully attend · 
ed to——they need no Incentives. 
The Temper, and Diſpoſition 
ſhould be watched from the Cra- 
dle, and corrected, where neceſ- 
ſary. Thus educated — a young 
Woman is -formed to be her 
Huſband's rational Friend en- 
tertaining Companion - (endeared 
to him, in a Manner the moſt 
tender, and affectionate!) at the 
: fame 
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ſame Time that ſhe is the pru- 
dent Director of his Family, and 
Guardian of his domeſtick Intereſts. 


THESE are the Eſſentials that 
ſhould be attended to, in female 
Education, Every Thing elſe 
ſhould be viewed, only as ſeconda- 
ry Objects. But in the preſent 
Mode of female Education, what 
ought to be only ſecondary Ob- 
jets, are made Eſſentials, and 
the Eſſentials are neglected. Who 
can wonder that our Women are 
| ſuch giddy, dreſſed up Dolls — 
without 
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without Solidity — without Prin- 
ciple? — A good Diſpoſition — 
natural Underſtanding — and hav- 
ing worthy Parents — may — and 
I dare ſay frequently does, get 
the better of every Diſadvantage 


reſulting from a faſhionable Edu - 


cation and may reſiſt the dan- 
gerous Effects of bad Examples 
— but I ſhould hardly conceive 
that Parents would chuſe to ſend 
their Children into an Houſe, 
where Numbers are ill of the 
Peſtilence — on the Preſumption, 
that becauſe they have ſound 


Bodies 


, 
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Bodies, and good Conſtitutions, 


there is a Poſſibility that they 
may eſcape the Contagion. 


But it may be ſaid, that 
« Girls go to Boarding- Schools, 
* to learn goed Breeding, as well 
«* as Muſic, French, Drawing, 
“ Dancing, &c.“ Parents, and 


the Company which viſits them, 


muſt be very ill - bred People, 
indeed, if their Society. be not 
at leaſt as inſtructive, and poliſh- 
ing, as that of the Children, Go- 
verneſſes, and Miſtreſs, to whom 


young Miſs is to be ſent, 1 


believe 


| 
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believe that at moſt, if not all 
of theſe Schools, the Miſtreſs 
generally lives in her Parlour — 
and only goes among her Board- 
ers at particular Houfs of the 
Day. I know that in one 4. 
the greateſt Schools near Town, 
the Miſtreſs goes in among her 
young Ladies, but once a Day 
juſt before ſhe takes her Airing 
in her Carriage. The young La 
dies live all Day together, with 
2 Governeſs or two * - and yet 


*Theſe Governeſſes cannot be fit 
Companions for young Ladies — (to ſay 
no worſe—) ſince few, if any of them, 


this 
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this is the Life it ſeems, that is 
to poliſh them, more than the 
Company of . their Mother, and 
her Friends - - But the Truth, 
is, too many Mothers, now 
a - days, prefer the Company of 

their Admirers, to that of their 


are Gentlewomen — and none of them 
accuſtomed to living with People of Fa- 
ſhion — ſo how can they be capable of 
Teaching Breeding ® They can teach 
French, it is true — perhaps, Work — | 
but they cannot form Manners, of which 
they themſelves are Ignorant. I now ſpeak 
of thoſe who are Engliſh. With reſpect 
to the French Governeſſes — they are till 
worſe — for, of them, we can know no 
more than that they have a good Ad- 
dreſs — and can teach French, and what- 


Children 
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Children — and would rather de- 
grade themſelves, in the Eyes even 
of their Paramours, than fulfil 
their Duties to the Almighty, 
their Huſbands, and their Chil: 


dren! 


Having ſent Miſs off from her 


Boarding-School — where ſhe has 


ever elſe they are known to be quali- 
fied to convey a Knowledge of. What 
they were in France, muſt remain un- 
known, How can we know but that 
they were Proſtitutes? — Are ſuch Wo- 
men proper Governeſſes for our Daugh- 
ters?! — What can be expected but 
that the Pupils turn out in Life, con- 
formable to the Inſtructions. of uch Ins 
Arudtors ! : 
( in 
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( in general ) exchanged any Mo- 
deſty — Baſhfulneſs — Innocence, 
and Love of Truth, that ſhe 
carried into it — for Aſſurance — 
( infallibly for à perfect Acquaintance 
with Vice) a Turn for Extrava- 
gance— Contempt of F rugality — 
and Readineſs at inventing Falſe- 
hoods, and concealing T ruths — 
( for this is admirably taught 
Ladies, by ſearching them for 
Fruit, and Letters, on their re- 
turning from Viſits — which leads 
them to put any Billets for their 
Friends, or Fruit «within their 
| Stays, or other Concealments — 
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thus preparing them for Intrigue) 
from a Seminary, where. ſhe 


has, ninety Times in an Hundred, 
been fitted more for a Rept Miſ- 
treſs, or a Bagnio, than a rational 
Companion, and Mother of a Fa- 
mily — let us now attend her 


into the World — and inquire. 


whether the bad Propenſities ſhe 
has contraſted, or encouraged at 
School, are likely to be removed, 
or reſtrained, by the — of 
the Scene. 
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Children. Sees nothing but Le- 
vity all round her People grin- 


ning at Nothing, like 1 deots—for 
Nothing can be ſaid without a 
Smile, and a Giggle — and thoſe 
who can force it, with the beſt 
Grace — are the beſt bred! # © 


Eagerly on the Watch for 
Admiration, ſne is not a little 
mortified by obſerving, that for 
one Beau who pays any Atten- 
tion to her, at leaſt Twenty are 
aſſiduous in their Court to the 
married Women - - but ſhe' is 
comforted by obſerving, too, that 
E 3 be 
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her Caſe is not ſingular — and 
that all the unmarried, are in the 
fame Situation. She is conſoled 
by looking forward to the Mo- 


ment, when ſhe may, by Mar- 
riage, be entitled to the fame 
Crowd of Followers — and this 
renders her leſs ſolicitous about 
the Kind of Huſband which may 
happen to be her Lot, ſince ſhe 
finds that ſhe can pick and 
chuſe afterwards, whom ſhe pleaſes 
to be her Attendant, and yet be 
uf as well received, and as much 
careſed by reſpeBable Characters, 


as if ber Life had been irreproach- 
able, 
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| able. She ſees married Women 
ride out every Day with diſſipat- 
ed young Men — and no more 
Notice taken of it, than if it 

were conſiſtent with either Decency 
or Safety, In the Spring, what 
can be more Innocent than to be 
conducted by an admiring At- 
tendant into a Nurſery of Sweets — 
to indulge him with the Opportu- 
nity of culling Flowers for - ber 
Breaſt?! -- She frequently hears 
it whiſpered that ſuch a Perſon 

is IN LOVE with Lady 


— ——, and never finding the _ 


Manner of Expreſſion, cenſured, 
-© 4 concludes 
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her Caſe is not ſingular — and 

that all the unmarried, are in the 
ſame Situation. She is conſoled 

by looking forward to the Mo- 
ment, when fhe may, by Mar- 

riage, be entitled to the ſame 

Crowd of Followers — and this 

renders her leſs ſolicitous about 

the Kind of Huſband which may 

happen to be her Lot, ſince ſhe 
finds that ſhe can pick and 

chuſe afterwards, whom ſhe pleaſes 
to be her Attendant, and yet be 

juſt as well received, and as much 

carefſed by reſpectable Characters, 
as if her Life had been irreproach- 
 _abl, 
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able. She ſees married Women 
ride out every Day with diſſipat- 
ed young Men — and no more 
Notice taken of it, than if # 
were confiftent with either Decency 
or Safety. In the Spring, what 
can be more Innocent than to be 
conducted by an admiring At- 
tendant into a Nurſery of Sweets — 
to indulge kim with the Opportu- 
nity of culling Flowers for ber 
Breaſt? ! She frequently hears 
it whiſpered that ſuch a Perſon 
is IN LOVE with Lady 


— never finding the - 


Manner of Expreſſion, cenſured, 
E + concludes 
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concludes it to have been pro- 


per — and that Nothing is eaſier 
than for the noble Paſſion of 
LOVE, to be felt by a Gen- 
tleman, for another Man's Wife. 
Nay — ſhe obſerves, too, that the 
very Lady whom ſhe had heard 
remark the Love of the ad- 
miring Man of Faſhion, for 
bis Friend's Wife — never fails to 
invite the Ng bing Follower to every 
Party in which the Obje& of 
his Faul! Paſſion is 10 make one! 
This may ſurprize her at 

. firſt, perhaps=-but it ſoon grows 
too familiar. She obſerves that 
” Women 
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Women of the firſt Faſhion, 
make it a Rule — and that 
though it is impoſſible but that 
it muſt be remarked by others, 
as well as herſelf, . yet theſe 
good - natured, very convenient 1 
: dies, are nevertheleſs” treated with 
as much apparent Reſpect, and 
Regard, as if they were not : ſo 
ready to aſſiſt in providing Em- 
ployment for Doctors Commons, 
Unfounded in Virtue, herſelf - - - 
ignorant of what is due to the 
female Character — and of the 
Affront, the high Indignity which 
a Man offers to the married 
85 Woman 
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Woman whom he preſumes to 


Addreſs with Declarations: of his 


Attachment — or even # follow, 
with his Aſiduities - and recon- 
ciled thus by daily Obſervation 


— how can we be ſurpriſed 3 


ſhe thinks Adultery a Peccadillo 


— and that if ſhe can but avoid 54 


public Detection, he is guilty of 
no Offence ? | 


Thus 1 to make a good 


Wife, our young Lady of Fa- 


ſhion is probably addreſſed by 


ſome Peer, who wants her For- 


tune — and ſhe. * accepts 
his 
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his Hand, to ' obtain - « « not 
one Title - but two — the firſt, 
to 4 Coronet — the ſecond, 10 
take that full Swing — the Plea- 
ſure of which, in Idea, ſhe had 
ſo often anticipated. She thinks 
it would be very gothic, as 
well as very incenſiſtent, to ima- 
gine that Love in the ſmalleſt 
Degree neceſſary before Marriage, 
which in i Weeks after it, would 
be conſidered by every well-bred 
' Perſon, as a Proof of Ruſticity, 
and ſhocking Manners, And it 
is really very immaterial what 
were the Motives that influenced 

| them — 
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them — ſince whether they loved 
each other or not, the Buſineſs, 

| moſt likely will terminate the ſame = 
way at laſt—only in Proportion 
to the Degree of Love, it will 
be ſo much the longer delayed, 5 
or ſooner haſtened. It is impoſ- 
ſible that any Love can withſtand : 
the Lives, which good Breeding 
renders it incumbent on them to 
lead. Faſhiom requires that they 
| ſhould of# Indifference, even 
though they ſhould feel it not 
— and, at laſt — what only at 
firſt was Affectation — becomes 
real | — They are hardly ever 
together | 
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together through the Day — and 
if they ſhould happen to be at 
the fame Party at Night, they 
would .bluſh to be ſeen near each 
other, though perhaps both, at "firſt, 
wiſh it otherwiſe! — Habit at 
length prevails—and- the Compa- 
ny of neither, becomes neceſſary 
for the other's H appineſs !—He, 
faſhionably flirts it with other 
Women — and ſhe, ceaſes to be 
inſenſible to the attention of 
ſurrounding Admirers. At firſt, 
perhaps, ſhe permits their Aſſidui- 
ties merely, in Compliance with 
that Tyrant Faſhion, which the 

1 ſees 
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ſees. no one wiſh to diſobey - = 5 
but—at laſt ! accuſtomed to eve- 
ry Man's Company, more than 
to her Huſband's — ſome Man, 


either more artful, or more agree- 


able than the reſt, diſcovers A 
weak Side — adapts his Man- 
ners to her Ideas — and under 
the Cloak of Friendſhip - - mere 
Friendſhip, winds his Steps, at 


reſpectful Diſtance—till, by im- 


perceptible Advances, having at 
length attracted her Pity — his 
Buſineſs is ſoon Accomplifhed, 
He proceeded on ſure Ground, 


from the Moment that he was 
certain 
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certain ſhe perceived his Attentions, 
and yet did not wiſh to avoid 
giving bim Opportunities of paying 
them. He could not wiſh for 
greater Encouragement, than to 
ſee her ſmile on him with Com- 
placence, and converſe, without 

| Marks of his Regard, and of bis 
Wiſh to be ber Attendant. He 
knows, that if the be not an 
Ideot, ſhe muſt be ſenſible that 
he can have 3 one View, and 
that that View, camot be honour- 
able. A married Woman, there- 
fore, cannot be ſeduced — becauſe 
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from the firſt Inſtant that ſhe per. 
ceives à Man's Approaches (and 
Women are too quick-ſighted in 
ſuch Affairs, to be believed, | 
ſhould they pretend Blindneſs ) Z 
ſhe knows that Adultery is his 2 
Object, dance he can bave no 
other — and that unleſs ſhe means 
to inform him, (in Language 
not to be ' miſunderſtood ) that 
ſhe is not ſhocked at the Idea of 
it, ſhe ſhould ſhun him as ſhe 
would a Peſtilence, This is the 
Time, to fly — for after this, 
the ame Behaviour that is due 
to a common Acquaintance "S's / 


even 
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c n 


Bad Effetts of Faſhion, and French 
| Refinement - 


UR young Miſs of Fa- 
ſhion — being now finely 
accompliſhed for the N -- = , 
( though without any other Idea 
of Religion, but what has been 
the caſual Reſult of | laying the 
E 2 Catechiſm 
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Catechiſm by rote — and now 
and then going to Church, to 
mind every thing, but the Ser- 
vice! --- ) bids Adieu to School, 
or to her French - Governeſs — 
in order to enter on that endleſs 
Train of Amuſements, for which 
| ſhe has long ſighed. Routs, 
Balls, Maſquerades, Operas, Plays, 
Ranelagh, and Vauxhall engroſs 
her whole Attention. She fees 
ſcarcely any Thing but Grimace 
— hears hardly any Thing but 
trifling Chit-chat. Finds every 
Body flying from Thought — and 
amuſed by Follies, hardly fit for 
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even a Smile — becomes, to him, 
Encouragement. This is the 
Moment that affronted Virtue 
ſhould put on it's native Dig- 
"nity — for after this, it is too 
late. Chaſtity, cannot underſtand 
— and not reſent, A Smile then 
fays - „ will” Here fe- 
male Virtue muſt be wrecked, 
unleſs this Rock be flown from. 
If a Woman be ſimple enough 
to imagine that a Man would be 
at the Trouble of attending ber, 
and of inſinuating himſelf into 
her Regard ( throwing away his 
Time ) from platonick Friendſhip 

FF. §5. 
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— and a cold Admiration of her 
Charms, without any criminal De- 
fire to render them ſubſervient 10 
his L - — ſhe has a large 
Share of Vanity — and a very 
cContemptible Underſtanding.” Or 
if ſhe flatters herſelf that ſhe can 
play with Fire, without burning 
her Fingers, ſhe will infallibly 
fall a Victim to her Folly = 
and like the poor Moth which 
gayly flutters it's few Circles 
around the Candle, unhurt 
foe will at laſt as blindy ſpare 
its Fatt 1 


1. 


= Unhappily ; 
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' Unhappily for this Country, 
French Refinement has varniſhed 


Crimes, ſo as to conceal their 
Deformity. * Gallantry,” is muck 
too gentle a Term, for Adul. 
tery. We ſoften away Offences, 

ſo as to hide their Colour. If | 
Women who yet are virtuous, 
heard Dutchefſes, Marchibneſſes, 
Counteſſes, &c. branded with the 
ſcandalous Name they deſerve, on 
ſwerving from Virtue—ſhocked at 
the Name of Wh——, their 
Minds would ſhrink with Diſguſt 
from the very Idea of deſerving 
it. And ſince Women hear thus 
N MN» daily 
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daily of the Ad, that merits it 
— why ſhould that Act be 
ſoftened to their Ear, by any 
Term that does not ſhock it? 
— The more the Name ſhocks 
= the better. Becauſe the Word 
| Wh—— ſhocks, it is the very 
Reaſon why a virtuous Woman 
ſhould hear it given to an Adul- 
zreſs. Can any Term be too op- 
probrious for the Woman of 
Faſhion, who by defiling the 
Marriage - Bed, proves herſelf ca- 
pable of committing any Crime 10 
which ſhe can be prompted by Paſ- 
fon? — If any human Tie — any 
Senſe 


— Ry 8 


1 
| 
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. 
3 
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Senſe of Duty to God, or Man 
— any Shame for the preſent — 
or Fear for the future, bad 
Feen capable of operating on her 
Mind — ſhe would not have dared 
to do an Ad, for which perfe- 
tual Infamy is the Reward. A 
Mind, thus callous to every 
Feeling that can reſtrain — is 
equal to any Villainy to which 
it can be tempted. The Mo- 
ment ſhe gave up Virtue, ſhe 
put all ber Faculties under the 
Direction of | the Man who de- 
bauched ber — for he who had 
Influence to make her hold the 
F3 World 
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World — every Law, and Cen- 
ſure, divine and human, at De- 
fiance — might make her rob Ga 
Murder — do any Thing — f 
be were Villain enongh to exert 
himſelf to effet it. He has al- 
ready led her to do her utmoſt, 
like a Thief, to defraud her 
Huſband's Relations of that Rank 
and Property, of which her ſpu- 
rious Iſſue may rob them. He 
has, already led her to prove 
herſelf deſtitute of every Principle 
that can Dignify the Sex — inca- 
pable of being reſtrained by am 
Tie that ſhould influence the Heart. 
2 TT Afﬀter 
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After ſuch a Proof — after ſuch 
a Sacrifice _ if ſhe does not 
proceed on, to other Crimes, it 
can only be owing to her Pa- 
ramour's not u 4 Diel tion 
that can requre it. 


It is this that renders the 
Crime of Adultery, ſo- particu- 
larly heinous in Women. When 
a married Man commits it, he 
throws out no Defiance to the 
World — for the World think 
too lightly of the Offence, He 
makes no Sacrifice of Charac- 
ter. A Man cannot fink to 8 
F 4 Level 
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| Level with an Adultreſs, till be 
has forſaken his Poſt in Battle. 
Courage is the male Point of 
Honour — Chaſtity, the female. 


By a Man's committing Adul- 
tery he runs no Riſk of de- 
frauding his younger Brothers, 
and Relations, of that Rank, 
or Fortune, to which, in Fai- 
lure of his having Iſſue, they 
would have a Right, The Wo- 
man, riſks every thing — gives 
up every thing. She, therefore, 
whoſe Appetite, and Paſſions, 
are ſo much her Miſtreſs, as to 
force 
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force her thus to riſt thus to 
give up, every thing to ſatisfy 
her L—t— proves herielf ready 
10 & am thing, to which ſhe 
can be prompted by her Paſ- 
ſions, It is for this Reaſon, 
that © without Chaſtity, Beauty 
ce js unlovely, and Birth, con- 
temptible. Our Women of Fa- 
ſhion ſhould be told, that when 
they ſwerve from Virtue, the 
higher they have been raiſed by 
Birch, the lower they fink bes» 
neath the Level of Strand Strumps 
ets, In-as- much as the Sacri- 
fice, (which the Wretches of 
| the 
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the Streets made, on deviating ; 
from Virtue, ) was Js valua- 
ble — they in Proportion, proved 
themſelves the Jeſs abandoned. 


. The good Breeding, now 1n 
Faſhion, is ruining us. By 
it's procuring from People of 
diſtinguiſhed Worth, and Ho- 
| nour — the ſame apparent Regard 
and Attention, 10 profligate  Cha- 
| rafters — that are paid to thoſe 
whoſe Lives are unexceptionable = 
the virtuous, and vicious — the 
= reſpectable, and abandoned are 
| put on a Level, What an En- 
OY courage- 
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couragement to bad Characters! 
What a Diſcouragement to the 
good Is 10 Diſtinction due 
to Merit? No mark of Difap- 
probation to the abandoned ? — 
How can we wonder that pub- 
lic and private Virtue are turned 
out of Doors? 


We have. every Symptom of 
a State running headlong to De- 
ſtruction. The adventitious Gifts 
of Fortune, are alone regarded 
L and, thus — REPUTATION. 
is at NO PRICE. 


PART 
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PART THE SECOND. 


I. 


On the Neceſſity of this Publica. 
tion, in Defence of female Virtue. 


UT though the Mode of 
female Education, and the 
Manners, now abſurdly in Faſhion, 
| have been found ſuch fruitful 
Parents 
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Parents of Irreligion, Vice, and 
Impudence — yet their Operation 
on the Conduct of our Women 


is weak — ſcarce worth mention- 


7 


ing, when put in Competition with 
the Effects, that are produced 
by the abominable Cuſtom of 
employing Men - Midwives. The 
former — breaking Ground at a 
Diſtance — and by regular Ap- 
proaches winding it's Way — bat- 
ters, and undermines the De- 
fences = - but the latter — 
SCALING THE WALLS Ar 
ONCE, ſtorms by a Coup de 
MAIN — and the CITADEL, 


already 


— —— 
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already IN THE HAND «of the 


Enemy, is left entirely at bit 


DISCRETION. 


Really the Cuſtom of employ- 
ing Men-Midwives, unneceſſarily — 
is ſo flagrantly in Breach of 
Modeſty and Delicacy * — ap- 


* Tt has become ſo much the Faſhion 


to make Uſe of the Word Delicacy, when 


Modefly is intended to be expreſſed by 


it — that Habit reconciles many, to the 
underſtanding Delicacy in that Senſe, which 
it could by no means otherwiſe expreſs. 


Modeſty, and Delicacy, mean two very 


different Things. To be immodeft, is in- 


finitely more culpable, than to be 7nde- 
licate. Indelicacy, is much too gentle a 


| Word- and it does not convey the proper 
Sos 


pears 


pears—fo ABANDONED on it's 
7 firſt View — that if it were 


Meaning. A 3 may be i. 
without being ?ndelicate—and ſhe may be 
indelicate, without being immodeſt. How, 
then, can Delicacy, be with Propriety ſub- 
ſtituted for, Modefly ? — It would be i- 
delicate for a Woman te come down to 
Breakfaſt, with her Night-Cap, and Bed- 
Gown on — but not immodeff. It would 
be indelicate for a Woman to talk of the 
Operations of Phyſic, in groſs Terms, be- 
fore Company—but not immodefi, It would 
be indelicate for a Woman to go to a cer- 
tain Houſe in a Garden, before Men — 
but aot immodeſf, On the other Hand, 
ir would be immodeſt for a Woman to 
admit, or take, indecent perſonal Liberties 
but not indelicate, A Woman is immo- 
deſt, when ſhe goes to Bed to a Man, 
who is not her Huſband — but not inde- 
licate, There are Ac, which are at the 
ſame Time, both indelicate and immodeſt. 
- 
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not for the Eaſe, and EF. 
FRONTERY with which we ſee 
it daily praftiſed by ſo many 
Women — and the aſtoniſhing 
Indifference with which we find 
it permitted by their Huſbands. 
— one would abſolutely think it 
as needleſs to uſe any Argu- 
ments to expoſe it, as to write 


A Treatiſe to prove that Women 


The Liberties taken by a Man-Midwife, 
prior to Labour — are immodeſt, but not 
indelicate — but during Labour — both Mo- 
defly, and Delicacy, are at once violated, — 
Since the World has been ſo ſtrangely led 
by Faſhion, to miſapply Delicacy, for Mo- 
defly—it was neceſſary | T - ſhould explain 
the different Senſes, in which I ſhall. al- 
ways uſe theſe Words. " 


vhs 
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who commit Adultery, are not 
chaſte! 


The only Way we can chart- 
lably account for the prevailing 


Cuſtom is, by concluding that 
our Women are ignorant how 
much Modeſty and Decency are 
violated during the Attendance 
of Men — and that they are de- 
ceived by an Idea that Men are 
ſafeſt, In Juſtice to their Huſ- 
bands, too, we muſt ſuppoſe 
their ſeeming Indifference, pro- 
ceeds from the fame, Cauſes, Af- 
ter having once ſubmitted to 

. the 


a : — 
—. . ô— Br 
—— 
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tte ſhameful Violations, Women 


ſubmir to them again, becauſe the 
Opinion of the peculiar Safety of 
till continues — and the 


| Breach in Modeſty having been 
already made, they feel the leſs 


n from the Idea of a Re- 


It FR intended by the fol- 


lowing Pages, therefore, to con- 


vince modeſt Women, that ex- 
cept in very ſingular Caſes, Men 
are ot only unneceſſary, but re- 


ally not fo Jafe as experienced 


Women - - - - and that the Prac- 
tice 
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tice is repugnant to every Idea 


of Modeſty, Delicacy, and De- 
cency. 1 ndulging ſtrange Men in 


ſuch Familiarities, infallibly blunt 


thoſe fine Feelings, which are a 
ſtrong Guard to Virtue. 


To thoſe who are prej udiced, 


or have no Senſe of what is 


due to female Modeſty—I fay 


nothing. There are People on 
whom Arguments are thrown 
away, I write not to the Winds. 


It will be fad by the Friends 
of the male Practice, that © this 


G 2 2 
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« 18 not fit to be read by mo- 
<« deſt Women, 5 They have 
nothing elſe to ſay. It is their 
dernier Reſort. Unable to de- 
fend their Practice, they have 
nothing for it, but, if poſſible, 
to prevent, theſe Objections be - 
ing attended to. Thoſe Gentle- 
men and Ladies, whoſe ſupera- 
zundant Modeſty may lead them 
to think this, unfit to be -read 
by a modeſt Woman in her 
' Cloſet — ( only becauſe it endea- 
vours to paint ſuch a Picture 
of the Practice, as may induce 
her to reſolve not to adopt it—) 
ſhould 
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ſhould recolle& that the Fea» 
tures of the original muſt be 
diſtorted, indeed—if only a faint 
Copy be thus diſgufting. Their 
great Regard for Modeſty, it 
ſeems, would lead them to ſuf- 
fer a: virtuous young Woman to 
precipitate herſelf into the moſt 
immodeſt, indelicate,. dangerous 
Practice through ignorance of the 
Violations to which ſhe muſt - ſub- 
mit, and the Danger ſhe may 
run — rather than give her the 
neceſſary Information of both, in 
the moſt decent Terms by which 
ſhe can be convinced. of ber Er. 

G 3. , 
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ror, and ſaved from certain P. 
lution! — 


If a modeſt Woman thinks 
a Man-Midwife, more ſafe than 
a Woman — how can ſhe be 
convinced of her Error, if 10 
on points out the Dangers at- 
tending their Practice? — If we 
point out the Dangers attending 
their Practice, how is it poſſible to 
avoid being explicit on thoſe Heads, 
in which the Danger conſiſts ?—lt 
a modeſt Woman intends to em- 
- ploy a Man-Midwife, becauſe ſhe 

1 is ignorant of the — Viola- 
tions 
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tions that enſue how can ſhe be 
diſſuaded from her Purpoſe, if 
no one places thoſe Violations in 4 
firiking Light? We have no al- 

| ternative, but either to point out 
the Dangers—and the Violations— 
in Colours that are likely to make 
_ Impreffion—or fail in the Pur- 
poſe for which wwe write ?—This 
Book, therefore, ſo far' from be- 
ing improper for modeſt Women, 
is particularly neceſſary for their 
Peruſal—unleſs Parents and Huſ- 
bands would rather wiſh their 
Wives and Daughters to BE 
actually polluted, (by the moſt im- 
G4 2 modeſt 
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modeſt Liberties and Familiarities, 
of which Imagination can form 
an Idea—) than have thoſe 
Wives and Daughters diſſuaded 
from employing a Man-Midwife, 
by being ſhewn how unneceſſary 
he is — how much Jeſs ſafe than 
a Woman — and how repugnant 
his Practice, is, to Modeſty. 


If a Lady — by having inad- 
vertently ſtrayed into a too re- 
tired Spot, were on the Brink 
of being carried away by Men, 
| who intended to | Defile her the 
Moment ſhe was in their Power 
| - - - and 
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--- and if a Gentleman, who 
happened to be bathing not far 
off, flew inſtantly to her Aſſiſt- 
ance, and by that Means re- 
ſcued her from the impending Dan» 
ger — would that Lady's Huſ- 
band or Father, rather wiſh 
that his Wife or Daughter had 
been attually polluted by her Af- 
ſaulters — than ſaved from that 
Pollution by that Gentleman, 
merely becauſe he had not waited 
till he had put on thoſe Cloaths, 
which would have delayed him 
too long to . have been in Time 


10 reſcue ber ? — I ſhall put 
on 


92 On the Neceſſity of, Ge. 
on every Garment that the Exi- 
gency of the Moment will per- 
mit —Sut 1 will not wait for 
ſuch covering, as would render 
my Effort uſeleſs. 
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CHAP, II. 


How very feldom a Man- Midwife 


T has been allowed by the 
ableſt Anatomiſts, that La- 
bour is Nature's Work. If the 
Aſſiſtance of Men-Midwives were 
requiſite; the World could never 
have been peopled, To ſuppoſe 

1 = 


j 
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any more Art neceſſary, than 
what can be taught by Expe- 
rience — wauld be to arraign the 
Goodneſs and Wiſdom of the 
Almighty. In England, the Cub | 
tom of employing Men, is only 
of modern Date. It is but late- 
1y that our Women became fo 
depraved. For the Honour of 
the female Character be it ſpoken 
Seven in London—in the midſt 
of the reigning Depravity, there 
are many Ladies of the firſt 
Rank, who employ Women — 
and ſuch a Number have their 
own Sex to aſſiſt them, that En- 
. courage 
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couragement is given for ſome o : 
the Profeſſion. to keep elegant 
Carriages. There are Women 
who make above 1000l. a year 
by their Practice. I have no 
doubt but many Women are led 
to employ Men, through Igno- 
rance that there are Midwives of 
ſuch Eminence in London, Yet, 
even Eminence is not abſolutely 
neceſſary — ſince, if it were, 
what would become of the Mil. 
lions whoſe Aſſiſters are no other- 
wiſe qualified for the Employ- 
ment, than by the Knowledge 
which they derive from a little 
Expe- 
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Experience ? — In fact, Experi- 


ence is the beſt Inſtructor. Art 
is too apt to encroach on Na- 


ture — and where the Province is 
Nature :.— for once that Art may 
be of Service, it will nine hun- 
dred Times do Miſchief, Even 
Doctor Smellie ſays, that For 
< further Illuſtration, and to in- 
0 form young Practitioners that 
« difficult Caſes do not frequent- - 
* occur, ſuppoſe, of three 
<« thouſand Women in one Town 
„or Village, one thoufand ſhall 


— — —ñ—ĩ— —2——— R—ͤ— — * 


* Vol. I. Pages 199 and 200. | 
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« be delivered in the Space of 
* one Year, and is nine bun- 
dred and ninety of theſe Bitths, 
the Child ſhall be born without 
any other than common Af 
* fiſtance.” What is to be un- 
derſtood by common A ſſiſtance is 
obvious -« - ſuch Aſſiſtance as one 
Country female Neighbour can 
afford another. And even of the 
remaining ten, the odds are great, 
that that there will not be one 
which requires the Crotchet * — 
A ſharp Inſtrument, uſed by Men- 
Midwives to kill a Child in the 
Womb, | E 
EF 
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and thar is the only Caſe, in 
which the manual Aſſiſtance of a 
Man, can be requiſite, provided 
there be a Woman of © Ss mi- 
nence employed. When an Ope- 
ration is to be performed — and 
khat Operation is to be done, 
out of Abt, indiſputably a Man 
becomes neceſſary, But even in 
this Caſe, it is not the Aſſiſt- 
ance of every common A pothe- 
.cary, who chuſes to write 
„ Man-Midwife“ over his Door, 
that will avail — it muſt be 
ſome ſkilful Surgeon — or the 
Woman had better, and with in- | 
. finitely 
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finitely leſs Riſk, take her Chance, 
than be ſaved from immediate 
Death (and that far from cer- 
tain ) too probably only to have 
wretchedneſs entailed on her, 
for a Year or two of a miſe- 
rable - Life. Dr. Smellie adds, 
in the next Page, that “next 
Lear, let us ſuppoſe another 
* thouſand Women delivered in 
« the ſame Place; not above 
ce three, fix, or eight, ſhall want 
„extraordinary Afipance 1 
the extraordinary Aſſiſtance requi- 
ſite for theſe three, ſix, or eight, 
out of the thouſand, is only 

Bj _ ſuch, 
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ſuch, as every Midwife of the 


leaſt eminence, is qualified to 


afford, I know a Lady who 


had as croſs a Labour #s 


ever occurred — and, notwith- 
ſtanding, was as ſafely deli- 
vered, 2s ſhe could have been 
by the firſt Man in Lon- 


don — ſhe had only a common 


Midwife, in a Country Town, 


two hundred Miles from London. 


Tf ſhe had employed a Man, it 


is fifty to one the Child would 
have been Crotcheted — that is 


murdered — and the Lady, "moſt 


. wounded or torn! 


How 
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How can the Aſſiſtance of Men, 
be neceflary when even 4 Man- 
Midwife of ſuch Eminence as 
Dr. Smellie, canfefles that in 
TWO THOUSAND Labours, 
there ſhall owy be TWENTY 
which require any other Aſſiſtance 
than the Latour- Pas? How 
much leſs, then, can the Aſ- 
ſiſtance of Men: be neceſſary, 
when, even <ighteen of thoſe 
twenty, are deemed laborious, only 
becauſe the Miſtauce of turning, 
and bringing by the Feet is re- 
921 ue Which every Woman of 
Experience is as able to perform, 

ä H 2 — 
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as any Man in London? — 
There cannot be a greater Er- 
ror than that the Knowledge of 
Anatomy is neceſſary for any 
Caſes, but that unhappy one 
in many thouſands, where the 
Child muſt be killed in the 
Womb. Every Woman of Ex- 

perience muſt know the Situation 
of the Parts in which ſhe is to 
operate. They are ſo plain, and 
obvious, ſhe cannot miſs her way 

—and if the Child is 'to be 

turned—there needs no Knowledge 
of Anatomy to diſtinguiſh an 
Hand from a Foot—or an Head 
from 
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from any. other part — by the 


feel. Her Road is ſo plain be- 
fore her, that ſhe cannot miſtake 
it. An eminent Man-Midwife' to 
my Knowledge, went much fur- 


ther in his Computation than 


Dr. Smellie has done — for he 


declared, after a Practice of thir- 


ty-ſix Years — that e had never 


met with even a ſingle Caſe, in 
which a Woman of Experience 
might not have done the Ruſi- 


neſs, - as well as he could. I 


know a Midwife, too, who has 
brought above ſix thouſand 
Children into the World, and 

H 3 never 
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never met with a Caſe, that re- 
quired a Man. 


And are there not Numbers 
of the Faculty, who have Wo- 
men to deliver their own Wives? 
EI could Name a Score. Is 
it to be ſuppoſed that they would 
employ Women, if they thought 
Men ſafeſt ? — Have they leſs 
Affection for their Wives, than 
other Men? or are they to be 
conceived uninformed on the ſub- 
je? — The Man-Midwife of 
greateſt Eminence in London, 
has a Brother, who is as Emi- 
nent 
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nent a Surgeon. The Wife of 
the latter, - employs a Woman. 
: Can we require further Proof 
that Men are unneceſſary ? — 
Would it not be Time enough 
to employ a Man, when the 
Caſe is found to be that ONE 
in many thouſands, that requires 
it? It has been ſhewn that the 
moſt celebrated Men- Midwives 
have computed, that out of two 
thouſand Labours, only twenty 
ſhall require more than common 
Aſſiſtance — than what Right has 
any Woman to imagine that ſhe 
is not to be among the one 

H 4 thou- 
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thouſand nine hundred and eighty, 
of the two thouſand ? — Yet, 
if, for Arguments ſake, we were 
to let the Chances be equal, (in- 
ſtead of nineteen hundred and eighty 
againſt ſenty ) ſhould not fe- 
male Modeſty turn the Scale, in 

Favour of a Woman = Nay, if 
the Chances were even reverſed 
— and inſtead of being nineteen 
hundred and eighty—to twenty, 
that the labour Pains, unaſliſted, 
will do the Buſineſs — we admit 


that it is nineteen hundred and 


eighty, to twenty, that a Man 
will be requiſite — ſhould not a 
modeſt. 


. 
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moJeſt Woman be fatisfied with 
having a Man in waiting, ready 
— and rather take the Chance 
that ſhe may be one of the 
twenty, in two thouſand, than 
pre- reſolbe on expoſing her Per- 
ſon, wantonly, in a ſcandalous 
Manner, to a ftrange Man, be- 
fore ſhe knows that her Caſe is 
to require it? — How much, 
then, do thoſe Women deferve 
to be ſhamed, and pointed 
at, in every Company — who, 
ſctting all Decency at Defi- 
ance, pre- reſolve to employ a 
Man though the Chances are 
many 


108 How very ſeldom, Sc. 


many thouſands to one, that 
her Caſe will require only the 
Aſſiſtance of an experienced Wo- 
man? 


CHAP. 
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c RA I 


Men-Mhdwives ==» where anneteſſary 
a= 204 fo ſafe as Women. 


JF WISH to be always un- 
derſtood to be arguing, only 
againſt the mnertſ/trry Employ« 
ment of a Man-Midwife. There 
are particular Situations, in whioh 
a Woman may be taken in the 
Coun- 
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Country, in the laſt Months of 
Pregnancy — which — if 10 Wo- 
man of Eminence be at Hand in- 
diſputably require the Aſſiſtance 
of a Man — if a Man be near, 
whoſe Character for Hamanity, and 
Prudence — as well as for Skill in 
Bis Profe Mon is unqueſticnable - 
but if only a common Country 
Man-Midwife, be within Diſtance 
— the Lady had infinitely better 
truſt to Nature, and take her 


Chance, than riſque being ruined 
by an ignorant Pretender to 
Knowledge. Or — if unhappily, 
a Caſe in many thouſand, ſhould 

be 
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be the Woman's Lot — then — 
though the moſt eminent Midwife 
in the Kingdom, were preſent, I 
would be the firſt. to adviſe 
ſending for a Man. In theſe 
Caſes, every Objection is obviated, 
No Modeſty is violated. But 
when Men are unneceſſary, they 
frequently do Miſchief, which an 
experienced Woman would avoid. 


= impoſſible in the very 
Nature of Things, that a Man 
can be as coo! as a Woman. 


His Sex - renders it impoſſible. 


To imagine otherwiſe, is either 
to 
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to be very little acquainted with 
the Nature, and Feelings of a 
Man — or very ignorant of what 
paſſes on ſuch Occaſions. Let 
ſome Men Midwives pretend 
hat they will, cartain Freedoms 
muſt produ ce contain Conſequences 
— til the Nature of Things 
change — and aatural Cauſes ceaſe 
to produce aa Effetts. | 
| ſpeak of that Circumſtance, in 
this Chapter, only as it may af- 
fect the Woman's ſafey. 


If a Woman lay in imminent 
Danger, indeed — owing to her 
being 
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being unhappily one of the very 
few who require a Man-Midwife 
— then the Man's Thoughts — 
unleſs he were worſe than human, 
would be fo entirely engroſſed 

by the poor Woman's great 
Danger, as to leave no Time — — 
no Vacancy, for other Ideas to 
enter. In :thoſe numberleſs (Caſes, 
on the contrary, where an ex- 
perienced Woman is ſufficient, it 
is impoſſible but that a Man's 
Thoughts muſt rove, while every 
Part of a pretty Woman is ex- 
poſed to his uncontrouled Free- 
doms and Ve knows at the ſame 
Time 
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Time that ſhe is in no Danger — 
and that 24 Woman could have 
done as well, if his fair Patient 
bad had Modeſty enough to induce 


Her to empley one. 


But Men- Midwives, in ge- 
neral, pretend that the Situa- 

tion in which Women then are, 
prevents he Difference of their Sex 
being capable of producing 2's 


* There are many, however who have 
been honeſt enough to confeſs that they 
have been inflamed to the | higheſt De- 
gree poſſible. The Thing ſpeaks itſelf. 
Decency will not permit me to relate 
che Effect that has been produced by it. 


natural 
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natural Effects on their Thoughts 
and Paſſions. They pretend, too, 
that the Number of Women 
who paſs through their Hands, 
tends likewiſe to render them 
inſenſible. 


Now — with reſpect to the | 
firſt — the Pretence can impoſe 


on none who are the leaſt in- 


formed on the Subject. Women 
are very frequently in what may 
be termed Labour, for a Day or 
two before the Birth, and per- 
haps more — and yet, notwith- 
1  ftanding, 
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ſtanding, are well enough to 
walk about — fit at Table with 
Company — in every reſpect the 
ſame as to their Perſons, as they 
were before the Midwife was 

ſent for. Nay - in almoſt every - 
Caſe, they have Pains for ſome 
Hours, that render it neceſſary 
to have their Aſſiſtant with them, 


to be ready, (not knowing the 


Inftant when the Labour may 
come on in earneſt —) at the 
ſame Time that they are not in 
that Kind of Labour, that can 
render their Perſons leſs capable 
: — of 
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of exciting natural Senſations, in 
one of a different Sex. * 


And with regard to the Pre- 
tence, that the Number of No- 
nen with whom they take Liber- 
lies, prevents their being affetted 
by them—this is as abſurd as 


* Tf otherwiſe, how came it that a Man- 
Midwife of great Practice in this Town, 
examined a Woman of Faſhion, by the 
Touch, and yet thought her Labour ſo 
diſtant, that he left her — and the Child 
was born, notwithſtanding, before the Doc- 
tor's Carriage had driven five Minutes 
' frem the Door? —— The Doctor was 
ſent after — but not found, *till an Hour 
after the Birth! What a Situation 


for a Woman to be in, for an Hour ! 
'12 the 
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the other — ſince if taking Li- 
berties with a great Number of 

Women, preveats their produc- ; 
ing natural Effects, te wild 
roung Men of London would ol 
live as they do. It is the very 
Variety that makes the Number 
of no Conſequence. Every new 


— — She was in Labour, when the 
Doctor touched her — but ſo little did 
Things appear to him in that State, that, 
he left her. This proves that a ' Woman 
may be—and generally is — in ſuch La. 
bour as to require the Preſence, of her 
Aſſiſter, for Hours prior to the Birth — 
though ſhe may not be, and ſeldom is, in 
a Situation that can counteract the na- 
tural Feelings of a male Aſſiſtant. 


Woman 
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Woman, raiſes .a new Idea, Does 
a Man's being called a Doctor 
—and his perhaps wearing a 
great Wig — alter that Nature 

which he received from God? 
— If li be in Health, can he go 
to a pretty young Woman of 
' Faſhion, and proceed immedi- 
| ately to take what F reedoms he 
pleaſes — and yet remain as un 
moved as if he were handling 
a Block of Marble?! - -- - - - 


She is now and then in Pain, 


it is true — but ſhe has Inter- 
vals — and can he help ſeeing 
the Perſon with whom he is fo” 


2 free 
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free — can he help thinting who 
fhe is —and what be is about? 
— A Man-Midwife is not a 
Piece of Wood! The Dogor 
does not diveſt him of the Nan. 
But can any Perſon be ſimple 
enough to imagine otherwiſe?! 
— have not too many Midwife 
Doctors been detected in crim. 
con. with their favourite Ladies, 
to render Argument on this 
Head neceſſary ? Was not Doc- 
tor Morley, the famous Man- 
Midwife of his Day, detected 
with Mrs. Biker? — Have not 
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But do we want Inſtances that 


Men-M idwives have the Senſa⸗ 
tions natural to their Sex? 


« But it will be ſaid, © what 
« ſignifies their Feelings? How 
e can their Paſſions being in- 
: flamed, endanger a Woman's 
„Safety?“ — It leads them to 
handle, unnecęſſa ty — under L 
tence of dilating the Paflage. 
leads them to uſe ſo much 1 
lion, prior to Delivery, that tbe 
Parts are pre diſpoſed to inflame. 
It cannot be wondered if the 
great Diſtention that attends the 

14 1 
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Birth, produces an Inflammation 
in Parts that have been DIGI- 
TATED, perhaps for Hours. * 
Digitation will certainly dilate for 
* Smellie, Vol. I. Page 261, “ The os 
& externum ” (Entrance of the Pagina) 
„ muſt be gradually opened by introducing 
& the Fingers one after another, in Form 
% @ Cone, after they have lubricated 
66 with Pomatum, moving and turning 
« them in a ſemicircular Motion, as they 
4 are PUSHED UP. If the Head is ſo 
+ low down that the HAND cannot be 
& introduced HIGH UP ia this Form, let 
«© the Parts be dilated by the Fingers 
© turned in the Direction of the Coc- 
© yx, &Cg. &, Ste. Muſt not this 
unnatural Hriction inflame, and excoriate 
Parts of exquilite Senſibility — and ren- 
der the Diſtention afterwards, apt to occa- 


tbe 
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the Time — but as it muſt 

flame, in a greater, or leſs De- 
gree — it abſolutely ndiſpo/es the 
Parts for the neceſſary Diſtention 


fion an Inflammation ? ——That there is 
Danger of this, is proved by the follow= 
ing Extract. Vol. I. Page 225—Smellie, 
„ Alſo in lingering Caſes, when the 
„Woman is weak, the Head large, or 
the Pelvis narrow, you may aſſiſt the 
« Delivery. by gently. ching both the 
os externum and internum ? (the out- 
ſide Entrance, and Mouth of the Womby 
„with your Fingers, in , Time of the 
50 Pains, which will enereaſe the ſame, | 
as well as dilate ; but this is only to be 
« done when abſolutely neceſſary, and 47g 
% Cantion, for fear of INFLAMING 
and LACERATING the Parts 2 
by which, many Women of Faſhion, 

— and 
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— and thus counterafs the very 
Purpoſe of the Friction. Nature 
never intended that Women 
ſhould be thus zeized, and fid- 
dled with, while ſhe is diſpoſing 
every thing by gentle, Degrees, 
for the wonderful Act, which 


loſe their Lives! — What Folly is it to 
run ſuch a Riſk, when, by ſupporting 
with Broth, Reſt, and Laudanum—the 
lingering Labour would be found to be 
kindly intended to dilate, by gentle Degrees, 
Parts that could not, without Danger, in 
her particular Situation, be more ſudden- 
ly diſtended, without Hazard, The med- 
ling Man-Midwife, too often pretends to 
direct Nature! The foolith Woman, who 
needleſsly employs him, often ſuffers by it. 


ſhe 
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be knows beſ®s how to perform; 
Every Pain has it's Office. In- 
terference, retards it's Effect. 
Men are every Way improper 
on ſuch Occaſions. They are 48 
unfit to handle an Infant, as 10 
digitate it's Mother. A Woman 
knows by Experience, the Tender- 
neſs, and Senfibility of the 
 Parts—ſhe therefore has a Sym- 


| pathy, and fellow-Feeling for her 


Sex, of which a- Man, by his 
very Sex, is incapable, A Wo- 
man, is naturally qualified for 
that Office — for which, a Man, 


is as naturally incapacitated. In 


general 
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general, the Hands of Women, 
are ſmall ſoft, delicate the | 
Hands of Men, large, hard, 
coarſe, The very Name, demon- 
' ſtrates that their Office is un- 
natural, MAN - Ad- WIFE — 
is a Contradiction in Terms . 
It is a manifeſt Abſurdity | —- 
What can be more ridiculous ?— 
It implies a Thing, that is nei- 
ther a © Man,” nor a * Wife,” 
but is „MID zb = =o + 
4 MAN -» - - mide - - « WIFE,” 
-muſt conſequently be a Monſter 


in Nature!!! 


But 
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But if there were no other 
Objection againſt Men, their un- 
fortunate Knowledge of Inſtru- | 

ments, ſhould be deemed ſuffici- 1 
ent. Men, know how to haſten © | 
the Birth — nay — to force it — 


and this unhappy Knowledge, too 
frequently tempts them to hurry 
Matters — by which they often 
do great Miſchief — and ſome- 
times, irreparable. To convince 
People who chuſe to be at the 
Trouble of making Uſe of their 
Senſes, I ſhall preſent them with 
a few Extracts from the Fourth 
Edition of Doctor Smellie's Trea- 
1 tiſe 
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tiſe on the Theory and Practice 


of Midwifery. Hie was one of 


the moſt eminent Men-Midwives 


in Town, about twenty or thirty 
Years ago. When the Reader 
has finiſhed theſe Extracts, he 


will judge of the Miſchief that 


muſt have been done by Men 
— and whether it is poſſible that 
Women can be fo fafe in the 
Hands of Men, as in thoſe of 


their own Sex. 


Page 259, Vel. 1. Bee 


« jn theſe Caſes, indeed, the laſt 


« Fillet, or a me Pair of - For- 
= ceps, 


C 


* 
— 
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„ ceps, may take ſuch firm 
“ hold, that with great Force, 
and the ſtrong Purchaſe, the 
« Head will be delivered : but 
«* ſuch Violence is commonly fatal 
® to the Woman, by caufine fuch 
% Inflammation, and, perhaps, 
„ LACERATION of the We- 
* man, as is attended with Mor- 
Ky om oy 


Vol. II. Page 462, — * As 
* the Refiftance was great, I gra- 
** qually encreaſed the Force, and 
« * though the F orgeps ſlipped 
«* ſeveral Ti mes, I at laſt deli- 

| « yered 
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“ vered the Head, by graſping 
e the Handles more firmly, | and 
« pulling up towards the Pubis. 
« But the Perinæum was torn | 
«< by the ſudden Delivery, becauſe 
« I did not then know how to 
e make the proper Turns, and 
„proceed in the flow and cauti- 

_ vie Manner which 1 have ſince 
« adopted. 7 he Child's Head 

* vas ſqueezed into a longitudinal 
6 Form, flattened on ibe Sides, with 

4 deep. Impreſſion on the Cranium 


c above the Ears; and from an 


* The Partition, between the P aſſage 
of the Birth—and the Anus. 
; | | | TInden- 
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et Indentation on the os frontis, by 4 
« Blade of the Forceps, which 
had been fixed on that and 
« the Occiput, I diſcovered that 
the Ears were not to the 
„ Sides, as I had imagined,” 
Only think of putting up ſuch 
an Inſtrument, (and in the Dark 
too! ) into uch @ Place - then 
fixing it to the unformed Scull 
of an unborn Infant - - graſp- 

ce ing” it (the Inſtrument ) firm- 
« ly” and then pulling with 
e encreaſed force 111 - Think, 
too, of the great Danger of 
encloſing ſome Part of 'the Woman 
K in 
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in the Forceps, at the Time 


they claſp the Child's Head 11 
+---- How eaſily, thus | in the 


Dark, might ſuch an Accident 
happen ! --- How many Inju- 
ries have been. done by Men, to 
the inſides of Wombs!! 
Heavens! The Idea makes ones 
Fleſh. creep with Horror! 


Vol. I. Page 255. —— © The 


* Dif advantage attending all Fil- 


« Js, * is the Difficulty in in- 
i troducing and fixing them: 
* Another Method of pulling Children 


out of the Womb, 
6 RE 
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& and though this laſt is eaſief 
« applied than the others; yet 
« when the Vertex preſents, tlie 
te Child's Chin is ſo preſſed to 
« .the Breaſt, that it is often 
« impracticable to infinuare the 
« Fillet between them, and if 
<« it is fixed upon the Face of 
« hind head, it frequently flips 
* pulling but, granting 


« it commodiouſly fixed, when 
«© the Head is large, or the 
« pe narrow, ſo we are ob- 
„ Jiged th pull with great Force, 
„THE FILLET. WILL GALL, 
« and even CUT TO TRE 

K 22 « VERY 
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« VERY BONE, and if the 
« Child COMES OUT ON A 
« SUDDEN, in conſequence of vio- 
« lent pulling,” ( gracious God! 
what an horrid Idea!) « the ex- 
« ternal Parts of the Moman are 
« in Danger of SUDDEN LA- 
« CERATION.” Such is the 
| Danger — and ſuch the Uſe of, 
the Fille. 5 


Vol. II. Pages 465 and 466.— 
8 After he had fixed theſe pro- 
<« perly” (the Forceps) © he tried 
e ſeveral times, in vain, to bring 
the Head lower. Finding how- | 

ce ever 
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* ever that the Forceps did not 
flip, but kept a firm hold, he 
* reſolved to try and make one 
« Effort more, and after pulling 
& with all his Strength, and mov- 
ing the Handles of the For- 
% ceps over the Pubis, he got 
* the Head delivered; yet not 
. © without bending backwards that 
« Blade of the Forceps, that was 
« next to the Pubis. She was 
« delivered of a dead Child 


“ about Noon. It would have 


been a Miracle had it been alive! 
The Woman «© expired the next 
« Morning! ” — Think of” --4 

| K3 ſtrong - 
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ſtrong Man's pulling with all bis 
Strength, with a pair of Forceps 
introduced far out of ſight, and 
fixed to an Infant's tender Head! 
Now hear Dr. Smellie's 
Anſwer to his former Pupil, the 
Man-Midwife, who had informed 
him of this Brutality. — 


« Sir — I received yours of 
July the 16th—which I ought 
to have anſwered before this 
« time : fince you attended me, 
« I contrived the laſt Forpeps 
«with ſhorter Handles, on- pur- 
5+ poſe that too great Force 
« might 
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might not be uſed. No doubt, 
« 7 ſhould perhaps have been 
« tempted even to muſe as . preat 
«Force as you did when there was 
« fo good a Hold; but yet you 

may confider HOW MUCH 
« THE SOFT PARTS OF A 
«© WOMAN MUST SUFFER, 
«BY THE BENDING SO 
STRONG AN INSTRU- 
« MENT AGAINST THEM, 
« AS THE BLADE YOU 
SEN T ME.” 


1 take for granted 1 need in- 


ſtance no more Caſes, to con- 


K 4 | Vince 
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vince an unprejudiced Reader of 
the Danger of theſe abominable 
Forceps, Their very Nature, not 
only enables a Man—but in the 
Language of Doctor Smellie, 
tempis him to exert his Force, 
inconſiſtent with Safety. Hands, 
are the beſt, and moſt natural 
Inſtruments. Is a Child ta be 
torn thus from the Womb? l 
| Horrible Idea! — Satisfied that I 
have tranſcribed enough to con- 
vince any reaſonable Perſon of the 
Danger of Inſtruments, I ſhall 
ſhock my Readers with no more 
ſuch inhuman Relations—but re- 
fer 
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fer whoever can remain uncon- 
vinced, to Dr. Smellie's. two. Vo- 


lumes. 


If it be ſaid that theſe Paſſages 
ſhould not be read by Women, 
becauſe they will frighten them— 
1 anſwer, that there is no occa- 
ſion for their being read by thoſe 
Women who do not intend io em- 
ploy a Man-Midwife, wantonly, be- 
fore they know that their Caſe is 
one of many thouſands. But if a 
Woman does intend to employ a 
Man, notwithſtanding the Cuſtom 
is ſo indecent, and unnatural—it is 
better 
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better ſhe fhow'd be frightened, by 
reading this Book — than riſk being 
iinjured, perhaps irreparably, in Parts 
of the moſt. exquiſite tg: 


As it may be urged that for- 
© ceps are never "uſed, but in 
« Caſes of Emergency ”—the. fol- 
lowing Tranſcript will ſhew the 
contrary — ſince Dr. Smellie di- . 
rects the Uſe of them, even 
when the Labour 1s natural, by 
the Head's preſenting fair. 


Vol. J. Page 265, —* den 


« the Head Preſents fair, with 
the 
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c the Forchead to the Sacrum, 
<« the Occiput to the Pubis, and 
ce the Ears to the Pelvis, or a 
little diagonal; in this Caſe, 
„ the Head is commonly pretty 
& well advanced in the Baſin, 
ce and the Operator. ſeldom miſ- 
carries in the Uſe of the For- 
« ceps. Things being thus ſitu- 
&& ated, Jet the Patient be laid 
« on her back, her Head and 
« Shoulders being ſomewhat raiſed, 
« and the Br * ch. advanced 4 
e l[iltle over the Side or Foot of 
* the Bed; while the Afiftants 
« fitting on each fide, ſupport her 
| Ln 
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« Legs, at the ſame Time, keep- 


« ing her knees duly ſeparated and 


« raiſed up to the Belly, and her 


lower Parts always covered 


de with the Bed Cloaths, that ſhe | 
* may not be apt to catch Cold. 
4 Theſe Precautions being taken, 
« let the Operator place himſelf 
* on a low Chair, and having 


« lubricated with Pomatum the 


Blades of the F orceps, and 
ce alſo his right Hand and Fin- 


gers, Aide firſ® the Hand gently 


* into, the Vagina, puſhing it 


« along in 4 flattened Form, be- 


* The Paſage for the Birth. 
e tween 
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e tween that and the Child's 
40 Head, until the Fingers have 


* paſſed the os intermum; then, 
« with his other Hand, let him 


« take one of the Blades of the 
« Forceps from the Place where 
<« it was depoſited, and introduce 
« jt betwixt his right Hand 
« and the Head; if the Point or 


* Extremity of it ſhould ſtick at 


the Ear, let it be ſlipt back- 
<« wards a little, and then guide 


* ed forwards with a flow and 


e deliberate Motion: when it 
* ſhall have paſſed the os uteri 


(Neck of the Womb) ce let it be 
| «© advanced 


— — 
——— — * _ P 
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| Advanced ſtill farther up, until 0 
« the reſt at which the Blades 
“lock into each other, be cloſe to 
„ the lower Part of the Head, or 
© at leaft within an Inch thereof. 
„Having in this : Mannet 
< introduced: one Blade, let him 
* withdraw his right Hand, and 
« infinuate his left in tHe" ſame 
< Pirection, along the other fide 
« of the Head, until his Fingers 
« ſhall have paſſed the 0 inter- 
num; ( Mouth of the Womb) 
«then taking out the other 
« Blade from the Place of CON- 
« CEALMENT, with the Hand 
2-0 that 
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« that is diſengaged, let it be 
c applied to the other ſide of 
« the Child's Head, by the ſame 
Means employed in introduc- 
ing the fiiſt; then the left 

Hand muſt be withdrawn, and 
* the Head being embraced be- 
% tween the Blades, let them be 
locked in each other. Having 
« thus ſecured them, he muſt 
«© take a firm Hold with BOTH 
Hands, and when the Pain 
he comes on, begin to turn the 
ce Head from Side to Side, conti- 
„ nuing this Operation during 
« every Pain, until the Vertex 
” „ appears 
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« appears through the os exter- 
ce num, and the Neck of the 
„Child can be felt with the 
“Finger, below the os Pubis; 
« at which Time, the Forehead 
* puſhes out the Perinzum like 
e large Tumour : then tet bin 
« fand up, and raiſing the Han- 
« dles of the Forceps, PULL the 
“Head upwards alſo, and the 
« Forehead being turned half 
« round upwards, the Perinæum 
* and the lower Parts of the os 
* externum, ” ( the Entrance of 
the Vagina) © may not be tore. 
Here we find that Nothing is 
. leſt 


Uſe of Infirumentss 147 
left to Nature! An Operation 
— which ought to be entirely her 
own - is taken quite out of ber 
Hands — and put into thoſe of 
a Man — who interrupts her in 
her Buſineſs, with Infruments out 
of Sight ! -- - -- And this, too, 
we have found, even © when the 
% Head preſents fair! — Can we 
conceive this, long Operation car- 
rying on, in the Dark, without 
trembling for the Woman, who 
lies expoſed to ſuch rough Hand- 
ling with Iron Forceps?! — A 
Woman, on the contrary — hap- 
pily ignorant of theſe Methods to 
L tear 
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and ſenſible of the Pains of La- 
bour — preſumes not to turn Na- 


ture out of it's Courſe, but pa- 
tiently Waits the Moment when 
ſhe is to aſſiſt, aot with Blades of 
Steel, but Hands which. inform 
her what jbe touches, and what 
2. FI) about ? . 


8 it may be faid that the 
Friends can always obſerve when 


Inſtruments are going to be uſed 
— and can prevent it. The 
following e proves the 
contrary. 


: Vol. | 


— 
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Vol. I. Page 264.— The 
Woman being laid in a right 

. « Poſition for the Application of 
« the Forceps, the Blades ought 
«© jo: be PRIVATELY eonmeyed 
« between” the Feather - Bed and 
* the Cloaths, at a ſmall Dif 
e tance from one another, or on 
« each Side of the Patient : that 
« this Conveyance may be the 
© more eaſily effected, the Legs 
f the Inſtrument ought to be 
« kept in the Operator's fide © 
Pockets. Thus provided, when 


he fits down to deliver, let him 
* ſpread the Sheet that hangs 
L 2 "0M OVECr: 


K 4 - 
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. — 


„ cope inhe Bed, upon his.- Lap, 


cc and under that Cover, take out 
& and diſpoſe the Blades on each 
« Side of the Patient; by which 
c Means he will often be able 
«to deliver with the Forceps, 
ce without their being perceived 
„ by the Woman herſelf, or any 


of the Aſſiſtants, * 


If it be ſaid, that though In- 
ſtruments can thus be concealed, 
yet there are a few who have 
entirely laid them aſide — and 
that, therefore, their Practice 1s 


not liable to theſe Objections _ 
an- 


Men- Midwives not, Sc. igt 
1 anſwer; that thoſe who never 
_ uſe Inſtruments, bear a very fmall 
Proportion to the Numbers who 
do. Beſides, if they do not uſe 
Inſtruments, yet they all digitate, 
by way ef dilating the Paſſage— 
and the Danger of excoriating, or 
inflaming the Parts, by unneceſſary, 
unnatural Friction, is of itſelf ſuf- 
| ficient to render their Practice 
not ſo ſafe as that of _ 


enced Women, 


But ſuppoſe we were even to 
grant that there may be ſome 
few Men, who neither digitate, 

Lt nor 
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nor uſe Inſtruments * - - - =  - « 
what follows ? — Why all that 
can be drawn from it, is, that 

there are ſome few Men who are 
AS SAFE as Women | In 


I believe that Doctor Hunter never 
uſes Inſtruments — for I have heard that 
he ſtrongly condemns the Uſe of the For- 
ceps, in particular — and that he incul- 
cates, that Labour is Nature's Work, This 
is greatly to his Honour, and he cannot 
be too much praiſed for it. I have fo 
high an Opinion of his Knowledge — 
Skill — Humanity — and Tenderneſs — 
that I cannot declare my Conviction that 
Men-Midwives are not ſo ſafe as Women 
— without particularly excepting Doctor 
Hunter from the general Rule. I make 
no Doubt but that there may be ſome 
few others, whoſe Practice is equally ſafe. 
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C aſes where there is 10 Danger, 
their Excellence conſiſts, in act- 
ing, like an experienced Woman. 
May I not, then, beg leave to 
aſk, why a modeſt Woman 
might not as well employ her 
own Sex, at firſt, ( till her Caſe 
has been found to be Ore in 
many Thouſands } as wantonly 
pre-reſokve to have a Man, whe- 
ther neceſſary, or not — though 
that Man is to be applauded, 2 
and deemed ſafe, only in Propor- 
tion as be is known to aff like 
2 Woman of Eminence ? 


L 4 . CHAP, 
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c HAP. - IV. 


Men-Midwives violate Modeſty = 
and endanger Virtue. 


5 E have found, that except 
in very extraordinary Caſes, 

the manual Aſſiſtance of a Man- 
Midwife is unneceſſary — and that 
his Digitation, and Inſtrumenis, ren- 
der his Practice frequently produc- 
tive 
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tive of Miſchief, We are now to 
examine whether his Familiarities 
are conſiſtent with Modefſty—De- 
licacy — Decency — and whe-' 
ther Conſequences are not likely 
to reſult from them, deſtructive 
of the Peace of Families — and 

fatal to Virtue. 5 


There are many People who 
ignorantly imagine, that when 
Women are in Labour, their 
ſituation is ſuch, as to render 
them inſenſible to every Thing, 
but their Pain. It is to this g 
norance, that I in a great Mea- 

— ſure 
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ſure attribute the Eaſe with 
which new - married Women re- 
concile their Minds to the Idea 
of having a Man-Midwife — and 
the Indifference with which 
their Huſbands acquieſce in their 
Choice. It is therefore neceſſary 
| that both ſhould be undeceived, 


When thoſe regular Pains that 
indicate approaching Labour, come 
on —the Aſſiſter muſt neceſſarily 
be ſent for, as it is impoſlible 
to know the Moment of the 
Birth, When the Perſon arrives 
who is to afliſt, an Examination 


| | muſt 
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muſt be made by the Touch, to 


know whether the Head preſents 


fair, If the Examiner be a Wo- i 


man, ſhe will be ſatisfied with 
knowing that all is right — and 
will patiently wait near her, to be 
ready to aſſiſt when the Birth 
approaches - but if the Aſſiſter 
be a Man, his Examinations will 


be frequent, in order to digitate 
with Pomatum, under the Idea. 


of dilating the Paſſage. 


In this Situation the Woman 


may be, from one, two, or three 
| or 
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or more—and if we except thoſe 
Moments, during which ſhe. is 
under her periodical Pains, ſhe 
is juſt as well as before the La- 
bour ſeized her, 1 know a Lad N 
who has often been for twelve 
Hours, ſo much in Labour, (in 
Pain, every eight, or ten Mi- 
nutes ) that the Midwife could not 

have ventured to leave the H ouſe 
for a Moment — and yet, /o litile 
in 4 Situation io prevent Ber at- 
tending to every Thing around ber, 
that ſhe came down Stairs, - to 
Dinner — to Tea— and to Sup- 
* at the Head of her . own. 
Table, 
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Table, with ſome Friends — and 
was delivered before Bed Time, 


Now will any Perſon of the 
leaſt feeling for female Modeſty, 
ſay, that it is not groſsly violated 
by a ſtrange Man's being the 
Attendant of a Woman, for 
Hours - - handling her, obere- 
ever be Pleaſes, and for as long as 
he pleaſes — during Moments, 
when ſhe is in a Situation to 
be as ſenſible of the Violations, 
as at any Period of her Life ?— 
After the Birth, ſhe muſt be 
expoſed to this Man's View, 
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too — as well as Touch — if be 
pleaſes , while diſengaging the 
Child, binding her round — and 
preparing her for Bed. 


I repeat it, does the Man's | 


being called, Doctor — render thoſe 


* And there are of theſe Men, who, do 


pleaſe. And— ſtrange Inconſiſtency there 
are Ladies who ſubmit to all theſe ſcan- 
dalous Expoſures, with ſurprizing Effron- 
tery — whoſe Modefly, notwithſtanding, 
would, I make no Doubt, be quite ſhock- 
ed, if, on. getting off their Horſe, or 
out of then Carriage, their Petticoats 
ſtuck, and diſcovered their Knee! ---- 
What a Farce ! — They would pretend to 
be aſhamed to ſhew their Legs — and yet 
feel no Shame on ſhewing their * f! 


Eiberties 


- 
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Liberties — thoſe Expoſures — the 
Teſs Indecent ? — Does it obliterate 
the Idea in her Breaſt —does it 
obliterate the Idea in his — that 
ſhe is, a Woman —and that he 
is, a Man? — Can it remove 
thoſe natural Senſations, to which 
it is no more in our Power to 
be inſenſible, than to add to our 
Height? 1% 


And even though for Argu- 
ment's Sake, we were to grant, 
that no natural Senſations are 
excited, at the Time — will it be 
faid that there is a Poflibility to 


prevent 
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prevent Recollection, afterwards ? _ 
When the Lady is recovered, can 
| he look at her, without remem- 
bering her -Perſon, and the Liber- 
ties ſhe permitted him to take with | 
it ? Can ſhe ſee him — without 
Being conſcious that he KNOWS 
Ber 00 intimately 2—Has not that 
Gentleman, then, a great many 
Advantages, of which, if he 
pleaſes, he may avail himſelf ?— 
| Has not the Ice, that might have 
obſtructed his Way — not only 
been broken, but melted ? — With 
bim, ſhe may violate Virtue, in- 
deed — but, with him, ſhe can- 
„ 5 
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not violate Modeſty. Modeſty, 
has already been ſacrificed between 
them 2 the Vidtlim has been 
conſumed and it's Smoke has been 
Ciflipated by the Winds! 


But. this — though Hema 
knows it 1s enough! is very far 
from being all. The Women 
who employ Men, receive Viſits 
from them, at leaſt during the 
laſt Fortnight, if not the laſt 
Month — and for the Month af- 
ter Delivery, Nay — nine, out 
of ten of them, either go to 
their Nlidvife- Doctor or ſend for | 

M him — 
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him — n at ſix Weeks aer 
the ſuppoſed Conception — others, | 
at two Months — three, four, 
five, Ain, or ſeven — to be in- 
formed if they are with Child ? 
How far gone? Whether the 
Child lies right? Or if they 
are in Danger of miſcarrying ? 
or, from various Motives, beſt 
known to them, and their 6 dear 
oy Doctors os 


— , o 


Nothing is more common than 
for ſome of theſe Gentlemen to 
be viſited | by ſeveral Ladies in 
a 8 to be Satisfied on theſe 

| Heads, 
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Heads. A particular Friend of 
mine, (who is a. good deal in 
Company with a Man-Midwife 
of great Practice ) happened to 
be at a Doctor's Houſe, one 
Evening, when no leſs than ſix 
Women of Faſhion came in Chairs 
during the Courſe of it — to be 
informed whether they had ſuſ- 
tained any Injury. by a Fright — 
occaſioned by a high Wind. 
The Ladies were attended, one 
by one, in the Doctor's examin- 
ing Room * — where it is to be 


* The Rooms allotted for theſe curious x 
Inveſtigations, are generally backwards 


4 25 Me ſup- 
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ſuppoſed he adminiſtered all the 
Comfort, that ſuch 4 Number 
coming upon him, at once, enabled 
him. One of the Ladies Caſes, 
however, appeared to him, to re- 
quire more Attention, and Conſola · 
tion, than the reſt — for he re- 
mained with her much longer 


or up ſtairs, where they cannot be over- 
looked — but if they happen to be for- 
. wards, and on the ground Floor, they 
are always properly obſcured by high 
Blinds — and the Curtain hangs half way 
down, if neceſſary, The room is thus 
light enough to enable the Examiner to 
| fee the pretty Woman, whoſe Privacies 
are the Subject of his Inquiries — and 
yet the ſerious Pair are as much concealed 
as if they were in Darkneſs, ie.) Eh 


than 
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than he had done with the others. 
At another T ime, a Lady came 
twenty Miles from Town, to a 
Friends Houſe in London, to be 
informed by the ſame Doctor, 
whether ſhe was with Child. 
the Doctor happened to be very 
buſy when he was informed of it. 
It was defired that the Lady 
nig bt go to Bed — and that the 
Doctor would be with her, in an 
Hour. The Lady obeyed — 

though in broid Day-light, The 
Doctor, in proper Time attended 
her in her Bed · Chamber — made 
the neceſſury Enamination - - after 

, _ which 
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which, the Lady was quite ſatif- 
fied. She was, however, not with 
Child — then — and, (what is 
more extraordinary ) has not been 
fince ! 


Can a Man of any Politeneſs, 
or even common Civility — pay 
ſo ill a Compliment to a pretty 
Woman, (who has been pleaſed 
to indulge him with Liberty to 
be intimately acquainted with all 
her ſecret Beauties — ) as to ſeem 
perfectly indifferent while ranging 
over them inſenſible to what | 


would tempt an Anchorite? — 


— Can 
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— Ca he help admiring thoſe 
Charms which are unveiled to him, 
though hidden to the World? 
What an Opportunity for Excla- 
mation! What Subject for Rap- 
ture! - - - How much may a 
Man find to /ay on ſuch an Oc- 

caſion - and yet he can ſay 
fifty Times as much - - - - - With- 
out Jpeaking a Word ! - - Can 
the Lady be offended if he dwell, 
on what ſhe is ſenſible. would 
warm, even under the en 


Pole“? 


* What Buſineſs has a Man-Midwife — 
any more than a Phyſician — to attend 


M4 But 
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But let us conſider this abo- 
minable Practice in another Light. 
Do not chats very " indecent 
 Familiarities with a Woman's 
Perſon — and repeated Admiſ- 
ſion to her Dreſſing - Room, 
and Bed-· Chamber — at Moments 
when no third Perſon can be 


to whether his Patients are bla k, brown, 
fair, or red — have two Eyes, or one — 
ſquint, or look ſtraight — are beautiful, 
or Frights? And yet Iam informed, that 
there are, of theſe Gentlemen — ſo cap- 
tivated by the Charms of a few (who 
are honoured by being) Favourites, as to 
have their Pictures, in Miniature! PN. 
| ciaps never dream of having Pictures of 
the Ladies they Cure of Colds, Fevers, 
— becauſe · - =-1N ng theſe Diſorders, 


preſent 
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preſent — give a Midwife-Doctor 
Opportunities to infinuate' himſelf 
into her Confidence? — If ſhe 
has had any - little private Dif- 
ference with her Huſband, or 
Family, will it not be viſible in 
her Manner? And can the Man, 
who in England repreſents the 


their Paſſions remain unaffected. The Df. 
ference of Sexes, excites no thrilling Sen- : 
ſations. The FEELINGS of Men-Mid- 
wives, on the contrary — intereſt them 
more DEEPLY IN their Patients, The 
Midwife - Doctors are. more ſenfible that 
their Patients; are Women - - and they 
would not have been deſirous of their Pic- 
tures, if they had not been reminded by 
Nature that, they are Men. 


Confeſſor 
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Confeſſor of Popiſh Countries, 
be ſo very deficient in his At- 
tentions, as not to ſeem concerned 
at her Melancholy, and ' anxious 
to know the Cauſe? — Or is it 
likely that ſhe — who has no 


Secret concerning her Perſon, con- 


cealed from him — will conceal 
what affects her Mind? Is 
not her Midwife-Doctor fo near 


* Like the Confeſſor, he muſt have ad- 
miſſion, at all Times, and in all Places. 
Like the Confeſſor, he is certain of not 
being interrupted — ſince, 'till Permiſſion 
be given, no Perſon, not even the Huſ- 
band, can approach the Room, if the 

Engliſb Confeſſor be in Private with his 
Wite, FFF 


her 
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her Heart, that ſhe cannot ſpeak 
of him, without Emotion ? — 
Does ſhe not colour when he is 
mentioned? —— Can ſhe term 
him by any Epithet, leſs tender 
than © dear? ” — Muſt not ſuch 
a dear Man, then, be in her 
Confidence? The Moment any 
Man on Earth, is ſo much in 
the Confidence of a Married Wo- 
man, as to be entruſted with her 
private Differences, Quarrels, &c. 
he is ſeated in the Huſband's 
Throne - - his ſacred Rights are 
infringed - - - he no longer holds 
that Place in her Heart, which 
be 
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ze alone ſhould fill. The infnuat- 
ing Forceps can PINCH + him 
( as well as her in the tendereſt 
Part — and TURN i Wife's 
Mind, with more Eaſe, than he 
can the Child in her Womb ! -< -« 


Such a Train of Evils attend 
the Practice, that it is impoſſible 
but that every good Mind muſt 
approve this Attempt 1% Shame our 
Women out of it. Shall Scenes 


be deemed too bad 7o be expoſed * 
on Paper — and not too bad to M © 
be aFed? — Can Pictures be t 


improper for the Sirteis— that are 
1 deemed 
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deemed fit for Ladie's Dreſſing- 
Rooms? — 1 repeat it again and 
again, that the Immodeſty lies, 
not in me, who relate — not 
in me who paint — but in thaſe 
Ladies who pretend to Modeſty, 
and yet ſuffer the Relation to be 
true, and the Likeneſs to be ſtrik- 
ing. If our Women — holding 
the Sentiments of Mankind at 
Defiance — —— impudently continue 
the Practice in the F ace of Day 
— hall we not try to force up 
one Drop of modeſt Blood into 

their Cheeks, if one can be 
found in aal, whole Frame ? — 
Really 


4 
| 
[ 

| 
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Really Faſhion is ſo much every 
thing, that if ſome Diſcourage- 


ment be not ſhewn to ſuch an 


abandoned Conduct, I ſhall not 


be ſurprized if at laſt, quitting 


the Privacy of the Bed-Chamber, 
and Dreſſing- Room, it ſhould be 


brought upon the Stage — and 


even H arlequin' s Mother refuſe 


to yield Birth to her Son, unleſs 


conformable to the Faſhion of 


the Times, ſhe be indulged in 
having a Man-Midwife as well as 


her Grace — and we ſhould live 


to ſee ſome Pantomime open 
ith the Cojuration of a Man- 


Aid. 
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Midwife, flying on a Broomflick 
from my Lady's Bed Chamber, in- 
to the Glare of a Public Theatre, 


to bring Harlequin into Aion fir 
our Entertainment. 


Since nothing has been able 
to affect our Women, let Doc- 
tor Smellie appear in Evidence 
to prove the F reedoms to which 
they admit Men- Midwives. 1 
wiſh to make them Bluſh, even 
at the Idea of employing a Man. 
Modeſty, had infinitely better 
bluſh | in Safety in the cloſer, 
while alone * — than bluſh in Dan: 


85 
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ger, under the Vi i/itation of a Mate 
Modwife, | 


Doctor Smellie, Vol. I. Pages 
184, 185, 186, 187, 188.— 
„ Touching is performed by in- 
125 troducing the fore Finger, lu- 
% bricated with Pomatum into 
< the Vagina, in order to feel 
the os internum and the Neck 
e of the Uterus; and ſometimes, 
into the Refum |, by diſcover- 
ers, MODESTY is violated. | 

+ Here, DELICACY. Thus, doth 
are ſacrificed! If any other Mas were to 
be caught, taking ſuch Liberties — the 
Huſband would deem it ſufficient Cauſe for 
ing 
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« ing the ſtretching of the Fun- 
* Jus. By ſome, we are adviſed 
to touch with the middle Fin- 
” ger, as being the longeſt; and 
« by others, to employ both that 
« and the firſt; but the middle 

«is too much encumbered . by 
e that on each Side, to anſwer the 
« Purpoſe fully, and when two 

* are introduced together, the 


a Separation — Doctor's Commons, &. 
— and yet I cannot conceive why he 
ſhould feel himſelf more injured, by the 
Freedoms having been taken by a gay 
Man of Faſhion — than by a Doctor 
who is every way qualified to do him 
equal Honour! a | 


3 Patient 
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« Patient never fails to complain, 
« The Deſign of Touching, is to 
be informed whether the Wo- 


man is, or is not with Child; 


«to know how far ſhe is ad- 
« vanced in her Pregnancy; if 
« ſhe is in Danger of a Miſcar- 
„ riage; if the os Uteri be di- 
«lated; and in Time of Labour, 

to form a right Judgment of 
« the Caſe, from the Opening of 
« the os internum, and the preſ- 
e fing down of the Membranes 
ee with their Waters; and laſtly, 
to diſtinguiſh what Part of the 
Child is preſented. 5 
1 a «Jn 
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'< It is generally impracticable to 
« diſcover by a Touch in the 
«6 Vagina, whether or not the U- 
„ terus is impregnated, *till after 
the fourth Month: Then the 
< beft Time for Examination is 
*in the Morning, when the Wo- 
* man is faſting, after the Con- 
„ tents of the Bladder and Nee. 
tum have been diſcharged; and 
« ſhe ought, if neceſfary, to ſub- 
<« mit to the Inquiry in a ſtand- 
00 ing Poſture; becauſe, in that 
&« Caſe, the Uterus hangs lower 
« down in the Vagina, and the 
« Weight is more ſenſible to the 
N 2 « Touch 
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„ Touch, than when ſhe is re. 
« clined, One principal Reaſon 
* of our Uncertainty is, when 
« we H to feel : the Neck, 
© the Womb riſes up on our 
ce prefſing againſt the Vagina, at the 
« Side of the os internum; and 
*in ſome, the Vagina feels 
very tenſe; but, when the fun- 
dus Uteri is advanced near the 
« Navel, the Preſſure from above 
« keeps down the os internum 
* ſo much, that you can gener- 
cc ally feel both the Neck, and 
* above that, the ſtretching of 
the under Part of the Uterus. 
4 In 
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In the firſt four Months, the 
“Neck of the Womb may be 
felt hanging down in the Va- 


„gina, by Puſhing up the Finger 


« by the ſide of the os in- 


 * ternum; but the ſtretching of 
& the Uterus, and upper Part 


of the Neck, cannot be per- 


& ceived 'till the fifth, and ſome- 


„times the ſixth Month; and 
« even then, the Uterus muſt be 


* kept down, by a firong Preſſure 


upon the Belly. 


ce The ſtretching of the Fun- 


dus is ſometimes felt by rhe 


1 Finger 
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Finger introduced into the Rec- 
© zum, before it can be perceived 
ein the Vagina; becauſe, in the 
« laſt Method, the Uterus re- 
* cedes from the Touch, and 
< riſes too high to be accurately 
0 « diſtinguiſhed, whereas the Fin- 
ger being introduced into the 
* Reftum, paſſes along the Back 

of the Womb almoſt to the 
« upper Part of the Fundus, 
« which, in an unimpregnated 
State, is felt flat on the back 
Part, and jetting out at the 
| « Sides; but, the impregnated 
5 Uterus 
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cc Uterus is perceived like a large 


« round Tumour. 


About the fifth or Gixth 


e Month, the upper Part of the | 


(Uterus is ſo much ſtretched, as 
© to riſe three or four Inches 
above the os pubis, or to the 
middle Space between that and 
«the N avel; ſo that by preſſing 
&« the Hand on the Beth, eſpecially 
« of a lean Woman, it is fre- 
* quently perceived; and if, 
* af the ſame Time, the Index 
00 « of the other Hand be introduced 
N 4 | "Sp 
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ce in the Vagina, the Neck will 
« ſeem ſhortened, particularly at 
ce the fore Part and Sides, and 
& as I have already obſerved, the 
0 Weight will be _— felt.“ 
&c. &c. &c. 7 55 


But the Doctor is not ſatisfied 
with the Liberties already deſ- 
cribed. There mult be no Part 


* T- once thought of having Engrav- 
ings made of the different Poſitions, and 
Methods, in which theſe Inquiries are 
made. Pictures, may affect, where Words : 
fail. By ſtriking the Eye — the Irdecen- 
cy, and of courſe, propriety of the 
Practice, may be impreſſed with Force, 


free 
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free from his reſearches, Pace 
I9t—Vol. I. Smellie. Obſtruc- 
© tions, and Pregnancy are both 
; ce 2ccompanied by - a ſtretching 
« Fulneſs in the Breaſts; but in 


on Minds which cannot ſo firongly be 
affected by what they read. But I ſhall 
leave that to others, who may be better 
able to paint, than I am. From the 
Directions that Dr. Smellie gave his 
Pupils, how to touch — and what the 
Reader has ſcen of his Manner of placing 
Women, for Delivery — he may eafily 
figure in his Imagination, her Ladyſhip 
ſhut up with her dear Doctor,“ under 
Examination, in the Dreſſing Room — 
or under Digitation in her Bed-Cham- 
ber, for ſome Hours _ to her De- 
livery. 


— ——— — e r i ei — 


« the 
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E the laſt only, may be perceiv-. 
3 ed the Areola, or brown Ring 

round the N*ppl*s, from which, 
„in the laſt Months, a thin 
« Serum diſtills; but this Circle 
& js not ſo diſcernable as in the 
« firſt Pregnancy, and even then 
« jt is uncertain as well as 
others. Yet, notwithſtanding this 
declared Uncertainty, Men - Mid. 
wives ſuffer Ladies to imagine that 
they can ſatisfy their. Curigfty — 
and Women, who pretend to be 


madeſt, firſt ſuffer their Breaſts 


to be examined by the Sight, and 


Touch — and then permit the 


Exa- 


E and endanger V irtur. 189 
Examination, to take a more in- 
tereſting Courſe - in order to 
be informed, of what, Time, ulone 
| can diſcover—even after every li. 
centious Freedom has been taken, 
to which -Vice, and ; 
can prompt! 


Is it poſſible for a Man in 
Health, to range over a pretty 
Woman thus — and not be in- 
flamed almoſt to Madneſs ?! — 
Shut up with her, where he 
knows that no Perſon dare in- 
trude - firſt, taking one Li- 8 
berty — then another - = = now, 

| fanding, 
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ſtanding, perhaps, is beſt — then, 

a reclining Poſture, on a Couch, 
(for the Touch is performed, 
both ways, ) - - - - to be unmov- 
ed, would be incompatible with 
Manhood! Talk of Principle 

— No Principle 


— Polly! 
can operate when he whole Man 


is in a Tumult— agitated by 
Familiarities, which nothing buman 
can take, without feeling thoſe 
Effects which Nature intended they 
ſhould produce. The utmoſt that 
Principle can do, is to lead one 
to fly from Temptation. It can- 
not work a Miracle and : 
what 
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what can be more out of the 
Courſe of Nature, than to take 
' ſuch Liberties, animpaſſioned ? ! 


Granting, then, that the Paſ- 


fions of the Man-Midwife are 


inflamed — can it - be imagined, 


bur, that agitated, himſelf, he 
will wiſh to agitate the pretty 


Woman, who bas ſet all bis Pulſes 
in an uproar ? — He cannot help 
it-- - he is no longer a free 


Agent — and of courſe ſtands ac- 
quitted of Criminality. He can- 
not be ſuppoſed ignorant how to 


accom- 


— n—ncy 


” 
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accompliſh his Wiſhes®, Under 
| Pretence that it is neceſſary to di» 
late, before he can properly de» 


cide on her Situation, he may 


digitate - - - fill infallible Symp- 
toms leave no Room for Doubt, : 
but that the Lady's free. Agency is 
as much deftroyed, as bis own. 
Women ſeem to be blind to this 
Danger. Strange, it muſt ever 
appear to me, that they can need 
to be reminded of what Parts 


they are compoſed! = » f 1 


* If ignorant, I beg leave. to aki wy. 


Reader to Chambers's Dictionary — to be 


: informed of the Nature of the Clitoris. 


It © is a . Fe 
place 
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place a Beacon, on a dangerous | 
Sand in their Courſe — and cau- 
tion them toben a Storm may be 


expetied — ſhould they not thank 


the Pilot, who attempts to fave 


. them from Deſtruction? — If the 


Woman, who in the Morning, 
perhaps — would be ſhocked, even 
at the very Idea of committing 
Adultery - - and who would be 

Proof againſt every Attack that 
could be made, while. ſbe bas ber 
Reaſon — can be TRICKED 
out of her Senſes — and, dar- 
ing ber Delirium, | ſuffer what 
| ſhe never dreamed of—can 1 be 
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ſaid to have written what Modeſty 
| ſhould not read, when 1 only in- 
form the ignorant, where Tenorance 
may prove fatal? — Will a good 
Mind rather wiſh to with-hold this 
| Book from the Eye of Modeſty, 
than ſuffer a virtuous Woman to 
be informed by it, that if a Man- 
Midwife chuſes to improve his 
Opportunity, (by putting Fire to 
thoſe Combuſtibles to which he 
may be fooliſhly or viciouſly ſuf- 
fered to gain Admiſſion ) it is 
impoſlible for any young Woman 
living to preſerve her Virtue ? — 
If the Man-Midwife be not un- 
 guardedly 
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guarded'y haſty in attempting to 
ſpring his Mine, before it has 
| been properly primed — her Virtue | 
5 muſt be blown into the Clouds. 
Thy Power — O Digitation — is 
irreſiſtible! 


But — for Argument's ſake —= 
let us grant that the Man- 
Midwife — callous to every 
Feeling that is natural to Man- 


hood, remains unmoved — and 
coolly examines Beauty's hidden 
Charms, without wiſhing to. avail 
himſelf of his Advantage. Yet 
have not the Liberties that he 
| 0 has 
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has wantonly taken with her Per- 
ſon, removed 'the Shame of 4 fiſt 
Violation: 9 - Have not the ſa. 
cred Limits, that Modeſty ſhould 
guard from Defilement—been pro- 
faned, and polluted, by an unbal. + 
lowed Hand ? - - - - - Accuſtomed 
to the licentious Familiarities of 
pne Man, (not her Huſband) 

a Path has not only been open- 

EL of but made ſmooth, and 

|. eaſy for another, — Every De- 

| fence that Medeſty could raiſe, to 

| guard the Citadel of Virtue — 

| - thas been demoliſhed. The very 
Citadel, itſelf, has been in. the 
„ - Sa 
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Hands of an Enemy — who on 


' quitting it, _ blew up its chief 


Barrier — and left 4 Breach which. 
no Art can repair. A young. 


Creature is but 4 few. Months. 
married, before a ſtrange Man 


is ſent for, called a Doctor — 
who makes his Bow — aſks a 


few Queſtions in a. ſoft inſinua- 


ting Manner — and then 
with the utmoſt Politeneſs ( as 4 


Ting of courſe — like feeling the 


Pulſe ) ſlides "oy Hand- 


--=-=----! 1! MNonſtrous 
Have we no Ko left? — Af- ; 


i ter Modeſty has flown from our 


go Dwell- 
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| Dwellings, can we be ſurptized 
if Virtue follows it's Companion 
and Defender? — What is it to 
me whether my Wife has been 
polluted by her Midwife-Doctor, 
in her Dreſſing- Room — or by 
a Libertine, in a Bagnio? — 1 
proteſt I think the latter, the 
leaſt Defilement, of the two! — 
The Idea of her dear Doctor's 
having been nredigſh admitted to 
ſucb 4 Knowledge of her Perſon, 
wouid force itſelf into my Mind, 
on every Occaſion that I ſhould | 
_ wiſh to forget it, Infamous, as 
the Adultreſs is, her Crime ad- 


mits 
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mits 565 Extenvation; and ſhe 
ſeems pure, when ball iced againſt | 
the "Pretender to ' Mode Ny, who 
ends for ber Door, to be digi- 


tated. Shame on ſo abandoned 
a Practice! — Let it be cried 


down, and ſcandalized, as eve- 


ry Man wiſhes to preſerve his 
Wife and Daughter from Pol- 
lution. There is no Pretence 


for it, in Nature — and if the 
Public take it up with Spirit, 
Women who are not abandoned, 


will be as much aſhamed to 
have it known that they Wa 
tonly employ a Man-Midwife — Tx 
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it to e we owe it to 
our Wives — to our Children 


: 1 


- - = - and — We. owe it to our. 


Adultery. | We owe 
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